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LETTERS TO NATURE 

FIG. 4 A molecular model of the adsorption of poly(dA) on graphite. The 
planar bases lie flat beside the sugar-phosphodiester backbone. Arrows 
link 0~ and N6 atoms of adjacent strands. 

strands. The arrangement may be stabilized further by hydrogen 
bonds between the N6 and 0~ atoms of adjacent chains. 

These results show that sequencing nucleic acids by direct 
STM imaging is feasible if three problems can be overcome. 
First, formation of monolayers of single-stranded DNA with 
other sequences must be achieved, perhaps by adding chaotropic 
agents to prevent double-strand formation during deposition. 
Second, depositions in which the bases are completely accessible 
must be well controlled. Third, with the present resolution, it is 
only possible to differentiate purines from pyrimidines. Sequenc­
ing will require either increased spatial resolution or the specific 
labelling of the bases with bulky, identifiable groups. Direct 
sequencing would require far less material and would be more 
rapid than is possible at present. D 
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CORRECTION 

Phasing of protein-induced DNA bends 
in a recombination complex 
Ursula K. Snyder, John F. Thompson & Arthur Landy 
Nature 341, 255-257 (1989). 

IT has been brought to our attention that Fig. 4 is the mirror 
image of what it should be. Addition of the three-phased bends 
induced by IHF predicts a right-handed solenoidal coil for the 
path of attP DNA, not the left-handed coil shown in Fig. 4. 

Topological analyses by Griffith and Nash' predict a left­
handed solenoidal coil for the recombinogenic complex of Int 
and IHF. We are currently investigating the basis and implica­
tions of this difference. We than Howard Nash for pointing out 
the reversal of handedness in Fig. 4. D 
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