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The RISI Issue 
.. First, to place before the general public the results of Scientific 
Work and Scientific Discovery and to urge the claims of science to 
a more general recognition in Education and in Daily Life ... " 

THE journal did, in fact, look nice as it appeared on 
November 4, 1869. Beneath the conservative dress it 
shared with the Athenaeum and the Academy, it conveyed 
a dynamic view of science in human affairs. The stated 
objects of Nature were 

First, to place before the general public t.he results 
of ScieI?-tific W o~k and Scientific Discovery and to urge 
the cla1IJls of SCIence to a more general recognition in 
Education and in Daily Life; and secondly, to aid 
Scientific Mon themselves by giving early information 
of all advances Inade in any branch of natural know
ledge throughout the world and by affording them an 
opportunity of discussing the various scientific 
questions which arise from time to time. 

These two objects reaUy embodied fonr distinct activities: 
nle millouncement of frosh results, the public promotion 
of scicnce, the diffusion of scientific information and the 
airing of controversy. Part professional and research; 
pal·t educational and amateur. 

The first issue beautifully blended the London scientists' 
fascination with German naturphilo8ophie, Carlylean 
idealism, British empiricism and English romanticism. 
The first article was Huxley's translation of Goethe's rhap
sody on Nature, a fitting introduction for a journal which 
proposed "to mirror thc progress of that fashioning by 

Reprinted from Nature, ~1J,farch 24, 1870 

TH URSDA Y, MARCH 24, 1870 

THE TRANSITS OF VENUS IN 1874 AND 1882 

A PARLIAMENTARY paper issued at the close of 
last session gives some information on what is 

intended to be done in the matter of the great ap
proaching astronomical events of 1874 and 1882, which 
will interest many readers of NATURE. The corre
spondence on this subject between the Astronomer Royal 
and the Hydrographer of the Admiralty, and between 
the Hydrographer and the Secretary to the Admiralty, 
is given at full length, and together with the appended 
remarks of Captain Toynbee, Admiral Ommaney, Com
mander Davis, Mr. Stone, and Mr. Warren De la Rue, 
well merits careful perusal. On the whole it seems to 
be at least doubtful whether the requisite Antarctic 
station for the observation of the transit, which in the 
opinion of the Astronomer Royal should, if possible, 
be in the neigbbourhood of Mounts Erebus and Terror, 
can be attained, or if, when attained, it is likely to 
be possible to make observations from it. But this 
Antarctic station is only required for the transit of 
J 882, and there is ample time to make a preparatory 
Antarctic expedition to ascertain the doubtful point. 

nature of a picture of herself ill the mind of man". :'-iome 
thought that Huxley, "in an interval of lunacy had 
written the rhapsody himself!. But it was, he s~id. ·'th..., 
best expression of the mod~rn aspect of Nature known to 
me". Other articles attacked the view of science >!;; illT 
calculating Benthamism-"the Dullness of Science an~l 
appealed to flights of creative imagination. Soon followed 
such diverse contributions as a.cCOlmtR of winter-flmrering 
plants, reports of the German scientists' mCt'ting at 
Innsbruck and a note of the recent solar eclipse. 

The appearance of a new weekly paper, as the Saturday 
Review reIIIRrked, was not generally a rare or remarkable 
event. But there was peculiar importance in this one. At 
last science, as such, had received "representation in t.he 
fourth estate by a journal promising depth, "unin'l"SaJity 
and promptitude". To succeed, it would need to encourage 
~oopcration and to avoid spacialization. But. it was \-itally 
Important that it should succeed. "To include. within its 
tcrritory every s3parate class of the great domain of 
science [and] to have intimate relations with the little 
band ... of nature's servants in every civilized region of 
our planet .... " Nature promised to ho as unin'rsa l a8 its 
title. 

1 Macmil!an Archives, Huxley Correspondence, f. 1St, Huxley to )[acmillan. 
October 30, 1892. -

In the meantime, however, let us see what has been 
settled about the transit of 1874- For the proper ob
servation of this event the Astronomer Royal informs 
us that it will be necessary, after making allowance for all 
the aid that may be expected from foreign and colonial 
observatories, to organise expeditions to the following five 
stations :-(1) Oahu (Sandwich Islands), (2) Kerguelen'S 
Island, (3) Rodriguez, (4) Auckland (New Zealand), (5) 
Alexandria. At the first three of these stations-namely 
Oahu, Kerguelen's Island, and Rodriguez-it will be 
necessary to make preparatory observations for twelve 
months, in order to ascertain the absolute longitudes of 
these places, which are not exactly known. The total cost 
oftheseproposedobservingexpeditionsforthetransitofl874 
is estimated by the Hydrographer at 10,404/., a sum which, 
it must be admitted, is moderate for work of such sur
passing importance, and, as the Lords of the Treasury 
state that they bave "no objection to offer" to the pro
posed expenditure, we may take it for granted it will be 
so far carried out. But what I wish to call attention to at 
the present moment is the valuable opportunity thus 
offered for still further augmenting the importance of this 
event to the progress of science generally, by converting 
these proposed astronomical expeditions into expeditions 
for general scientific observation. At three of the spots 
to be visited it will be necessary to keep up an observing 
party, more or less extensive, for upwards of twelve 
months. Now, it so happens that the three spots thus 
selected for astronomical observatories are also of very 
great interest for biological studies. The Sandwich 
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