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natural scientists. The next few weeks will show 
whether it is more than an intelligent reading of the form 
book, and the next few years should show whether the 
prospect of a Nobel prize produces among economists 
the healthy competition or, as others would have it, 
bitter jealousies that are not uncommon among, for 
example, the molecular biologists who think they are 
in the running. 

INFORMATION 

More Reading for Geologists 
AN information service for geologists, GeoServices, has 
recently expanded its operations with the addition of 
two new current awareness publications-Geotitles 
Weekly and the bimonthly Geoscience Documentation
to add to Geocom Bulletin which has been published 
since January 1968. All three are published by Lea 
Associates, which claims that for the first time geolo
gists, geophysicists and all those with interests in the 
Earth sciences have been offered a comprehensive 
information service. For speed, the service uses 
computer typesetting and indexing. 

Geotitles Weekly lists in English the classified titles 
of all new geoscience publications. Publications 
scanned include the usual sources such as journals, 
trade magazines, books, theses, patents and standards 
and even conference announcements, trade literature, 
scientific papers accepted for publication and in the 
press, and broadcasts. There are weekly indexes of 
source publications and authors, and regular cumula
tive indexes are planned. Searching is carried out in 
London and by correspondents in different parts of the 
world, and it is claimed that the time lag between the 
date of publication of a paper in, for example, a weekly 
journal and its listing in Geotitles Weekly is between 
10 and 14 days. All the titles are arranged by what is 
called a UDO-linkable GeoServices Decimal Classifica
tion (which might take some time to master), and they 
are available on library catalogue cards. 

The first issue of Geoscience Documentation consists 
of a world list of about 2,000 current geoscience serial 
publications, "Geoserials 1969". Details of frequency, 
publisher and changes of title are given, and there is 
also a list of titles no longer published. New serials 
will be listed in future issues of Geoscience Documenta
tion, as will analyses of geoscience literature, biblio
graphic news, information handling and the like. The 
monthly Geocom Bulletin concentrates on news of 
research methodology and exploration, with emphasis 
on mathematical and computer studies. 

With its worldwide coverage of geoscience literature 
of all types (it is particularly strong on East European 
literature) the publishers of GeoServices are aiming 
for a worldwide distribution. If they can keep up the 
speed of publication of Geotitles Weekly in particular, 
they should have a ready made market, especially in 
America. One disadvantage is its price (an airmail 
subscription to Geotitles Weekly costs $350, reduced 
to $275 if it is for an educational institution), which, 
as with other comprehensive information services, puts 
it out of the reach of the individual subscription, but 
GeoServices receives no subsidy from an official source. 

Despite appearances, GeoServices is not in direct 
competition with an OSTI supported project currently 
under investigation at the University of East Anglia. 
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There, Professor K. M. Clayton, Dean of the School of 
Environmental Sciences, has been given a grant of 
£7,968 over two years to collect and prepare abstracts 
of current British geological literature as a basis for 
the UK contribution to the American Geological 
Institute's computer-based Bibliography and Index of 
Geology Exclusive of North America. At the same time, 
he is preparing a current titles journal and an abstract 
journal for British geology which would be less sophisti
cated than GeoServices, and would be more suited to 
individual pockets. Time will tell whether the overlap 
between Professor Clayton's project and GeoServices 
is GeoServices' gain. 

TRAVEL FUNDS 

To Europe with Ford 
AFTER the Johnson era, the United States Government 
seems to have rediscovered Europe, with the peri
patetic President Nixon in the van. Now, thanks to 
$1 million from the Ford Foundation, United States 
academics will be able to join in the fun. The founda
tion recently announced grants to the American 
Council of Learned Societies, Harvard, one or two less 
numinous universities and the Social Science Research 
Council, which are designed to improve American 
knowledge and understanding of post-war Europe, 
including eastern European countries. 

The American Council of Learned Societies is to 
receive $575,000 to finance the exchange of nearly 
250 American, Russian and other eastern European 
graduate students and scholars in the coming academic 
year. On the European side, most of the scholars, 
about 80, will come from Russia, but all the other 
eastern European countries, with the exceptions 
of Albania and East Germany, will be represented. 
Harvard's $250,000 is for a coordinated programn:.e 
of training and research in European studies, run by a 
newly formed Standing Committee on West European 
Studies under the chairmanship of Professor Stanley 
Hoffman. The programme stems directly from the 
west European seminar organized at Harvard during 
the past few years by people like Professors Hoffman 
and Henry Kissinger. It will be expanded to include 
two graduate research seminars as well as a summer 
programme including field research in Europe for some 
students. In addition the grant will provide several 
doctoral research fellowships and pay for European 
lecturers. The $249,000 going to the Social Science Re
search Council will enable it to increase the number of 
its fellowships for research in Europe from nineteen to 
twenty-eight next year and thirty-one by 1970-71. 
The Ford Foundation's grant is a timely replacement 
for Fulbright money which has been cut this year. 

Yale's $400,000 is to expand the university's Econo
mic Growth Centre which was established in 1961 
with the aid of Ford money and which has become one 
of the chief US institutions researching into the econo
mies of underdeveloped countries. The latest grant 
is earmarked for work in Cuba and the Caribbean. The 
International Division of the foundation has also made 
further grants for established projects in the other con
tinents, ranging from $315,000 to the university of El 
Salvador in Buenos Aires for reproductive biology to 
$165,000 to the International Rice Research Institute 
for work in Ceylon. 
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