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OBITUARIES 

Professor Gregory Goodwin Pincus 
GREGORY PINCUS, who died on August 22, was born in 
Woodbine, New Jersey, on April 9, 1903. He received his 
B.S. from Cornell University in 1924 and both his M.S. and 
Sc.D. degrees from Harvard in 1927. After graduation he 
served as a Fellow of tho National Research Council for 
throe years. In 1931 he becamo assistant professor at 
Harvard in tho dopartment of geneml physiology of 
Professor W. J. Crozier, and in 1938 he went to Clark 
Univorsit,y as a visiting professor of oxperimental zoology, 
holding a Guggenhoim Fellowship from 1939 to 1941. 

In 1944 he and I cstablishod, at Clark University, the 
ontirnly independent Worocster Foundation for .Experi
rnent,al Biology, and we have served as its co-directors 
since its foundation. This institute has become a distin
gLtished centre of biomodical research and postdoctoral 
t-mining. 

Pincus' work in the field of endocrinology has been very 
110!,able. Ho was responsible for new methods of s!,eroid 
analysis. He and his collaborators conducted many studies 
of st,rcss in relation to adrenal cortical functions; studies 
of the rolo of st,oroids in cancer of the breast and of tho 
reproductive system; studies of steroid hormones in 
rolation to cardiovascular disorders and also in relation 
to problems of human ageing. During tho mid-l 930's his 
work on mammalian reproduction produced the first 
p:trthonogenetic mammals -rabbits that had mothers 
but, no fathers. Ho was a pionoor in produoing multiple 
ovulation in animn.ls and in transplanting animal ova from 
fenmlos producing the ov11 to females th11t carried 11nd 
dovoloped the embryos to term. Since 1950 his work on 
the control of fortility has had widespread repercussions 
wi!,h rog11rd to the "population explosion". He was tho 
principal investigator in the devnlopment of tho first 
successful oral cont,racepti ve and he and his group con· 
timwd to investigate a numbor of steroid contraceptive 
agents. 

Pincus was chairman or a rnernbor of many irnportant 
national commit,tees and of intornat,ional conforcnces and 
con grosses. Ho was a Follow of the Anwrican Academy of 
Arts and Sciorwes and a member of tho National Academy 
of Scienrnis. Ho was a member or honorary mombor of 
physiological and enducrinological societ;ns throughout 
tho world. Ho was tho recipient of numerous priv.os, 
including the Olivor Hird Prize for 1957, the Albnrt D. 
Laskor Award in Planned l'aronthood, 19(i0, the Sixt.!1 
Annnal Julius A. Kuch Award, l 962, tho Modern Med,cirrn 
Award for Distinguished Achievement,, aud the City of 
Hope National Medical (;enter Award, both in 1964, tho 
Cameron Pr·ize in Practical Therapeutics (University of 
Edinburgh) in 1966, t,hc Barren Foundation Medal alrm 
iu 1966, and the American J.\lfodic11l Aswciation l:foiontiflc 
Aehiovnmont Awar·d in Hl67. Ho had also boon m2.de an 
honorary professor at tho San Marcos Univcrsit,y in Limn, 
Peru. 

His books include The Eyy8 of JV!ammals, publishod in 
J o:16, n.nd The Control of Ji'ertility, publishecl in 19M. He 
w,,s t,hc author of rnany scientific papers and servod on 
ediLorial boards of Experirnentnl Biology lvfor:uyraphs and 
t:he American Journcil of l'hy8iology, and was oditor or 
oo-nditor of books such 11R Hormones nnd the Aging Prucel:il:i 
and Hormone/:! ancl Atherusclerol:!ili. He was co-editor of 
five volumos ont,itlcd The Horrnonc8 and lw was eonsnlting 
oditor t,o L1je Sc,ience8. 

Dr D, ~won Cameron, past prnsidcnt, of both thc 
Amorican Psychiatric Assooin.tion aud Uw World l'sychi-
11tric i\s;,ociatiun, wroto, in the New Yorlc Timrs, con· 
ocrning the contributions of Pincus in tho field of fertility 
control: "fow oont,·ibutiuns to medical knowlodgo have 
dono so much to bring to women cverywhoro 11 sonsc of 
wm·th and dignity". HUDSON HoAGl,AND 
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Appointments 
PROFESSOR B. KATZ, profossor and hoad of the Dopart
ment of Biophysics at University College, London, has 
boon appoint,ed a member of tho Agricultural Research 
Council on the rntiroment of Professor T. A. Bennet-Clark. 

Announcements 
DR L. H. TURNI•JR of tho Lcptuspirosis Reference Labora
tory of tho London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine, Keppel Street, London, WCI, is acting as 
convonor of a group of 40 people concorned with the tax
onomy and nomenclature of tho order Spirochaetales. 
One possibility is that the group may eventually become a 
taxonomic sub-eommittee under the aogis of tho Inter
national Committee on the N omonclature of Bacteria. 
Persons wishing to be associatod with the project should 
writo to Dr Turnor. 

NOMINATIONS are invited for the Boilby Medal and Prize 
which is awarded annually to 11 Brit,ish scientist in recogni
tion of his work in such fiolds as chemical enginooring, 
fuol technology and motallurgy. Further information can 
be obtained from thc Convenor of the Administrators, 
Sir· George Beilby Memorial Fund, The Hoyal Institute of 
Chomistry, 30 Russell Square, London, WCI. 

NOMINA'l'JONS aro invited for· tho awanl of tho Meldola 
Medal which is made annually to tho British chemist 
under the ago of 30 who sho-ws most promise in his or her 
publishod chemical work. .Further information can be 
obtained from tho President, The Royal Institute of 
Chemistry, 30 Russell Square, London, WCJ. 

THE opening meeting of the 61st session of tho Society of 
Tropical Medicine and Hygiono will be held at Manson 
House, 26 Portland Placo, London, Wl, on October 19 
at 7.30 p.m. Further information can be obtained from 
tho Royal Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene at 
tho abovo address. 

Meetings 
P1sAT and Organic Soils, September 25-27, Southport (Mr 
H. T. Davies, North of England Soils Discuss:on Group, 
Dopartment of Soil Science, N ation11l Agricultural Advisory 
Service, Government Buildings, Lawnswood, Loocls). 

URANITJ<;S and Basomont of North-Eastern Brazil and 
thoir Comparison with those of Wost, Africa, October 1-14, 
Recife, Brnzil (M. J·. Lombard, Secretairo General de 
!'Association des Sorvicos Geologiquos Africains, 12 ruo de 
Bourgogne, Paris 7o). 

ULTRASONICS, Octobor 4-6, Vancouver (R. L. Guthrio, 
Booing Scientific Rosoarch Laborntorios, P.O. Box 3981, 
Seattle, Washington). 

S1Nm,IH)I•,LI, Protein, October· l-}-11, Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (Singlo-eoll Protein Confornncc, 
Room J 6-:l25, Massachusotts Institute of Tochnology, 
Cambriclgc, Massachusetts). 

ANALYTICAL Chemistry in Nuelcar Technology, October 
10-12, Gatlingburg, 'l'onnossoo (C. K. Tipton, Oak Ridge 
Nat,ional Laboratory, P.O. Box X, Oak Ridge, Tennessee). 

l'HYSWS of Selenium and Tellurium, Octobor 12-13, 
Montreal (Selenium-Tollurium Development, Association, 
Tue., 11 Broadway, New York, NY). 

DBN1'AL Medicirw, Octobor 12 14, High T11tm Mountains, 
Czechoslovakia (Secretary of the Congress, Dr J. Lezovil\, 
Bezrucova n, Bratislava, CSSR). 

Ar1'LICATION of Automation in Urn l'rocoss Industries, 
October 16-17, Amr,terdam (Tho lnstit,nt,ion of Chemical 
Engineers, 16 Belgrave Square, London, SW!). 
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