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Fig.1. Metaphase chromosomes of Ha.p!opappus gracilis (2n= 4) root tip 

cells ( x 1,800) 
~'igs. 2 and 3. Met"phase chromosomes in haploid root tip cells of 

HapllYPappus gracilis (x 1,800) 

somo~ is required. The observed reduction in chromo
some nnmber was probably not induced by the pre
treatment , since no other cases of somatic r eduction wore 
obsen'ed in several hundred root I,ips pretreated in a 
similar fashion. 

Tho observation of Lima-Dc-Farias seems to indicat.e 
that tho presence of the haploid set of chromosomes is 
enough to produce woll-diffel'ontilltcd t.issues in leaf 
primordia of Haplopappu8 gracilis. However, since only a 
fow 'haploid' coIls were seen iI\ one of m any root tips 
eXftmined, and no 'haploid' sectors observed, it would b e 
premature to state that two chromosomes a re sufficient 
to produce normal tissue in the root m eristem. 

Successful clonal isolation of Haplopappu,s grac'ib8 
cells grown in culturc has been reported'. The isolation 
and study of haploid clonos would be of great genetic 
interest. If diploidy could be induced in such hl1ploid 
elones, a h omozygous strain of colis would be available for 
in vestigation. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

Presenting the Results 
IN the reeent artielo by Prof. Hobert B. Uri eves and 

Dibakal' Bhattacharyya 1 , Fig. 2 shows a I'elatioll bet,weelL 
t.wo variables with the st.atement " ... The residual DEli-: 
coneentrations Me related in Fig. 2 to the ratio of DSS t o 
trivalent iron in t he feed. As :Ci/Zi was increased, J.· r 
rcmained relatively constant and then rose sharply above 
a feed ratio of approximately 1'0.". In view of the closp 
attention given to statistical aspects of data analysis ill 
other parts of the artiele, the statement a bout the data of 
Fig. 2 appeared somewhat questionable. AceordingJy, 1 
read off the numbers from the graph a s best I could with H 

pieee of superimposHd graph p aper and replotted tho datn 
on log-log co-ordinates. Tho d at.a suggestorl a relation of 
the form Xr = -yl2Xi/Z:, so I prepared a graph as shown in 
Fig. 1. W'ithin the variability of tho data, it does nOI 

appear to me that t.he data can b e considered approxi
mately constant below x;(z! of 1, but rather that a regulal' 
increase is observed over the full range of the values. 
Certainly tho variability of the data does not warrant a 
definite conelusion on tho relationship. 
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The foregoing commeJlts a rn submit,ted purtJ .)! to makf' 
the point that the u se of figures to prosont. datn and 
arguments makes it difficul t for the r eader to examiw.' 
the d a l,a independently and test the conclusion offc'rod h~' 
the author. I realize that limitations of space make sueh 
tabular presentations diffieult, but I am distllrbed at Ill<' 
quantity of literature which is producod without. tabula
t,ion of the support.ing values in a form ",[W,·" rolat('d 
ealculations can easily be made. As a result" tbol'l' is oft ell 
a tendenoy to accopt the author's statements b('cau~p of 
tile difficulty of examining the data separat,ely . 
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