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to further investigations in this difficult interdisciplinary

area.
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OBITUARIES

Prof. W. H. Pearsall, F.R.S.

Pror. W. H. PEARSALL, who died on October 14 at the
age of seventy-three, was a versatile botanist and a man
of whom it was said that he had become a logend in his
own lifetime.

He was educated at Ulverston Grammar School and
the University of Manchester. After service in the First
World War he joined the staff of the University of Leeds,
eventually becoming reader in botany. In 1938 he
was appointed professor of botany in the University of
Sheffield. From 1944 until his retirement he was Quain
professor of botany in University College, London. He
continued his association with the College as emeritus
professor and honorary research associate. In 1940 he
was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society, which he served
in many ways, including two terms on its Council. In
1963 he was awarded the Linnean Society’s Gold Medal.

Pearsall’s father was an amateur botanist and ecologist
and a lover of the Lake District. It was during holidays
there that Pearsall began to acquire his unique knowledge
of the district. He and his father began the study of the
aquatic macrophytes of Esthwaite Water and other lakes
in 1913. After the War they made a thorough investi-
gation of the planktonic algae. Pearsall was also mapping
the vegetation of the fen at the head of Esthwaite Water.
More than forty years later he made his last, unpublished
map. The North Fen, now a Nature Reserve, is the best-
known fen of its kind in Britain. From these investiga-
tions came a series of classical papers about the develop-
ment of the English Lakes and their vegetation, together
with his interest in the chemistry of underwater soils
and post-glacial history. Meanwhile he was also carry-
ing out laboratory investigations on plant physiology
which were both valuable in themselves and threw light
on the ecology of the plants concerned. He did notable
work on the growth of Chlorella, which he also used as
an ecological tool to elucidate the growth of algae in
lakes. The work he did on the physiology and ecology
of aquatic plants has been a constant source of inspiration
to workers at the Freshwater Biological Association and
elsewhere.

Pearsall edited the Journal of Ecology for several years,
and, at the time of his death, was still one of the editors
of the Annals of Botany. He was also a trustee of the
Society of Experimental Botany. He exerted special
influence on the growth of the Freshwater Biological
Association, the Nature Conservancy and the Institute
of Biology.

A founder member of the Freshwater Biological Associa-
tion, he acted as honorary director during 1931-37 and
chairman of Council from 1954 onwards. Few have done
as much as he did to bring the Association from its
bumble birth in a period of economic depression to its

present position as one of the most famous bodies of its
kind in the world. His influence on the members of the
staff extended into every aspect of their work, including
the ecology of fish, in which, perhaps, he had a special
intorest from his love of fishing. In his artistic apprecia-
tion of Nature—he was a good painter in water-colours—
lay part of his wonderful insight into the broader aspects
of ecology. He was a natural choice as a Charter Member
of the Nature Conservancy. The unique position this
body holds in the world to-day is, to a large extent, the
rosult of the untiring efforts he made on its behalf.
Characteristically his influence was felt both in the
sphere of high policy and among the younger scientists
who joined the Conservancy. He also made a notable
contribution to the protection of wild life in Africa by
his Report on the Ecological Survey of the Serengeti National
Park, Tanganyika (1957). His influence on the Institute
of Biology, of which he was chairman in 1957-58, was
also profound, while he was the first vice-president of the
Council for Nature. He was consulted officially on in-
numerable biological matters, but it may not be generally
known how often he was also consulted unofficially.
Pearsall was the most understanding and generous of
friends. He was always good company, and many will
remember with affection the twinkle in his blue eyes
which heralded the start of one of his stories. To be with
him in the field, especially on the hills he loved so much,
was pure joy. Something of this can be felt when reading
his Mountains and Moorlands (1949). His influence on
younger workers was immense, notably in the period when
he was at University College, London. He could be
obstinate, even exasperating; yet one of his most won-
derful characteristics was that it was out of disagreement
that some of the most fruitful researches of his colleagues
were likely to come—much to his delight. Their regard
for him grew all the time, irrespective of whether they
agreed with his ideas or not. Moreover, his hypotheses
were by no means always incorrect; they might equally
be too novel for people to appreciate their value at first.
It is no wonder that Pearsall was so highly respected
and widely loved, or that he will be so sorely missed. His
wifo and two sons who survive him will receive sincere
sympathy in their loss from a host of friends and col-
leagues. J. W. G. Lunp

Prof. Vincent Nechvile

Pror. V. NEcHViLE, whose death was reported in July
of last year, was born in Prague on April 10, 1890. Like
many other astronomers of his generation, Prof. Nechvile
entered our science as a mathematician. Soon after his
doctorate at the Charles University (as a pupil and later
assistant of the late Prof. Karel Petr). his career was inter-
rupted by four years of the First World War, most of
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