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German chemist, who died on March 24, 1849. He 
was born in 1780, and in 1810 became a professor at 

where the property of spongy 
platmum whlCh led to hiS patent in 1824 of the 

lamp. Another chemist who died in 
1849 was George Fownes. He was then only thirty
three years old, but he had already held professor
ships at the Pharmaceutical Society and University 
College, London, had been awarded a Royal Medal 
by the Royal Society, and at the time of his death 
was secretary to the Chemical Society. 

By 1849 the domains of science were rapidly being 
extended, and a man of science born in that year 
entered upon his life's work with many new fields 
open to him. Of the scientific events of that year, 
none surpassed in importance the reading to the 
Royal Society of Joule's paper on the "Mechanical 
Equivalent of Heat". Mayer, Rankine, Helmholtz 

an? Kelvin were at that time deepl; 
m thermodynamics, while other phy

SICists all over the world were following the 
course of Faraday's long and fruitful investigations 
in electro-magnetism. Some of the results of all this 
were seen in the work of John Hopkinson (1849-98), 
Adolf (1849-1913), George Forbes (1849-1936), 
and S1r Ambrose Fleming (1849-1945), who were 

the pioneers of electric power supply and of 
Wireless telegm,phy and telephony. The tragic death 
of John Hopkinson, who was killed in an Alpine 
accident with three of his children on August 27, 
1898, robbed the world of a distinguished mathe
matician, physicist and practical engineer. Forbes, 
who was the son of the Edinburgh professor, J. D. 
Forbes, was consulting engineer in 1892 to the com

formed for harnessing the water-power of 
N1agara Falls, and was also concerned with other 
hydro-electric schemes. Fleming was for forty-one 
years (1885-1926) professor of electrical engineering 
at University College, London. Adolf Slaby was a 
profeaaor first at the Technical High School and then 
the University of Berlin, and was one of the pioneers 
of wireless telegraphy in Germany. The year Fleming 
was appointed to the chair at University College saw 
Raphael Meldola (1849-1915) mad9 professor of 
chemistry at Finsbury Technical College, where he 
had as his colleagues John Perry and Silvanus 
Thompson. In 1921 the Maccabeans-a society 
mainly of Jewish professional men devoted to the 
promotion of the interests of the Jewish race-
founded the Meldola Medal of the Royal Institute of 
Chemistry. Two eminent metallurgists, both Bessemer 
medallists of the Iron and Steel Institute, were born in 
1849, namely, Johan August Brinell (died 1925), of 
Sweden, and Floris Osmond (died 1912), of Franc9. 
The terms sorbite, martensite, troostite and austenite 
are due to him, and it is of interest to recall that 
Sorby, the virtual founder of metallurgy, began his 
study of thin sections of rocks by means of the 
microscope in the year of Osmond's birth. 

Lastly, 1849 saw the birth of two well-known 
astronomers, William Edward Plummer (died 1928), 
of the Liverpool Observatory, and Matthieu-Prosper 
Henri (died 1903), of the Paris Observatory; and of 
two notable geologists, William Johnson Sollas (died 
1936), who for thirty-nine years was professor of 
geology and palooontology in the University of Oxford, 
and George Mercer Dawson (diad 1901), who became 
director of the Geological Survey of Canada and 
president of the Royal Society of Canada, an office 
first filled in 1857 by his father, Sir John William 
Dawson (1820-99). 

OBITUARIES 
Sir Wilfred Grigson, C.S.I. 

SIR WILFRED GruosoN'S death in an air accident 
in Pakistan will be felt as a serious loss by the 
administration of that country and by anthropo
logists in Great BritaJn. He was born in 1896, the 
son of Canon W · S. Grigson, vicar of Polynt in 
Cornwall, and educated at St. John's, J..eatherhead, 
and Christ Church, Oxford, where he held a classical 
scholarship. He served in Flanders, Mesopotainia 
and Palestine during the First World War, and 
entered the Indian Civil Service in 1919, starting his 
career in the Central Provinces, where his experiences 
as administrator of Bastar State turned his attention 
to anthropology and to the ethnology of the Gonds 
in particular. From Bastar he went to Berar, and in 
1928 his services were lent to the Government of the 
Nizam of Hyderabad. He returned to the Central 
Provinces in 1940, but after holding several important 
posts there, returned to Hyderabad in 1946 as a 
member of the Nizam's Executive Council. Retiring 
from the Indian Civil Service in 1947, he entered the 
service of Pakistan as Commissioner for Refugees, a 
post in which he had to deal-and did deal with 
the sympathetic efficiency typical of him-with the 
difficult situations created by the streams of some 
Inillions of Muslims who swarmed into Pakistan from 
the East Punjab after the boundary commission had 
come to its findings. 

Grigson's book on "The Maria Gonds of Bastar", 
published in 1938, is a model of what such a tribal 
monograph should be, and a review of it rightly 
remarked on the good fortune of the Maria "in 
having their affairs administered by one so wise in 
their ways" ; while an Indian reviewer stressed his 
contribution "not only to the science of anthropology, 
but also to the art of civil administration, especially 
as it ought to be conducted among the less advanced 
castes and tribes". "He has approached", continued 
this reviewer, "the administrative aspects of study 
without bias of any kind. Whatever his political 
opinions he has kept them by for the moment and 
has dealt with the problem of the primitive tribes in 
a thoroughly practical and sympathetic manner." 

The same might truly be said also of Grigson's 
report to his Government on "The Aboriginal Problem 
in the Central Provinces and Berar"; issued in 1944, 
for which he took as his motto the last words of Cecil 
Rhodes, "so little done: so much to do", a report 
which fills more than 500 crown octavo pages. His 
last published work consists of a survey of tribal 
conditions in Hyderabad, and consideration of 
policies to be followed to improve them, in a more 
slender volume published at Hyderabad in 1947 under 
the title of "The Challenge of Backwardness". No 
servant of the Crown in India ever more truly earned 
the traditional title of 'Protector of the Poor' than 
Wilfred Vernon Grigson. 

Dr. G. B. Grundy 
GEORGE BEA.RDOE .GRUNDY, son of the Rev. G. B. 

Grundy, formerly head of Lichfield Grammar School, 
was born at .Aspull in Lancashire in 1861. He was 
sent to school at Blackheath, but had to earn his 
living at the age of sixteen, as a teacher, first in a 
preparatory school, then at Wolffram's army coach· 
ing establishment ; and later as head of the Cowley 
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