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St. Edmund’s Hall, Oxford; he graduated in forestry
and afterwards obtained a research degree for work
on black poplars and their hybrids. He was appointed
to the Colonial Forest Service in 1934 and served in
the Gold Coast from then until 1948, During these
years he took full advantage of the opportunities of
studying the local fauna and made large collections
of reptiles, birds and small mammals for the London
Zoo, many of which were new to the collection ; in
addition, he made extensive collections for the
British Museum (Natural History). He has published
various popular articles dealing especially with small
mammals and their ecology, and is the author of
“Animals of West Africa’, a general account of the
more common mammals and reptiles of that region.
In addition to being & keen naturalist, Mr. Cansdale
has the advantage of practical experience in keeping
live animals, for he and his wife maintained a private
collection in Africa and were successful in the rearing
and maintenance of a wide range of species, including
some which are very difficult to adapt to a life in
captivity, with the necessary dietary modifications
involved. This experience will be of value in dealing
with the many problems which arise in connexion
with the maintenance of such a varied collection of
animals as that in Regent’s Park.

Physics To-day

THE avowed purpose of the American Institute of
Physics is “the advancement and diffusion of physics
and its applications to human welfare”. For the
research worker, the teacher, the theoretical or
experimental physicist, and the investigator engaged
in pure or applied science, the Tnstitute or its member
societies publish eight journals of very high merit.
They are the well-known Physical Review, Review of
Modern Physics, Journal of the Optical Society of
America, Journal of the Acoustical Society of America,
American Journal of Physics, Review of Scientific
Instruments, Journal of Chemical Physics and the
Journal of Applied Physics. To these, in order to
fulfil an ever-growing demand for a medium for
relatively non-technical surveys of physics progress,
there has recently been added Physics Today. This
new monthly magazine (published by the New York
American Institute, May 1948 ; 50 cents) is described
as ‘‘a general-interest journal on physies”, and its
editor is Dr. D. A. Katcher.

The first four numbers of Physics Today are very
well produced and contain some excellent articles,
besides regular features such as book reviews,
Institute and Journal notes, and notes from abroad
giving details of physies progress in Italy, Great
Britain, Scandinavia and elsewhere. Of the articles, “A
Newsman Looks at Physicists”, by Stephen White,
in the May issue is highly to be commended. It is
packed with sound advice to the physicist who is
called upon either to write for the general Press or
to describe his work to some enterprising reporter.
Of particular interest to British readers will be a
brief but informative report in the May issue by
D. L. MacAdam on the 1947 International Conference
on Colour Vision held at Cambridge, England, and
an illustrated account in the July issue, by the
general secretary of the Royal Institution, T. Martin,
of the Royal Institution Christmas Lectures. Other
articles include : “Trends in American Science”, by
Vannevar Bush; ‘“The Reality of Neutrinos”, by
Prof. G. Gamow; “Detecting Atomic Particles”,
by Prof. 8. A. Korff; and “Helium, the Unruly
Liquid”, by Prof. L. Tisza. Perhaps the best way
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to summarize the scope and policy of the magazine,
which assuredly has come to stay, is to quote from
the editorial of the first number. * ‘Physics Today’ is
for the physicist, to inform him in comfortable,
everyday language of what goes on and why and
who goes where. But it is also for the chemist, the
biologist, and the engineer, to tell them of the science
towards which they are driven by so many of their
investigations ; it is for the student, the teacher,
the lawyer, the doctor, and all who are curious about
physics ; it is for the administrative officials who
deal with research; it is for editors and writers
whose profession puts them midway between what is
done and how it should be reported’.

World Power Conference: 1950 Meeting in
London

As already announced (see Nature, June 26, p.
1,005), the Fourth World Power Conference will be held
in the building of the Institution of Civil Engineers,
London, during July 10-15, 1950, and the theme of
the Conference will be “World Energy Resources and
the Production of Power”. Sir Harold Hartley will
be chairman of the Conference. The technical pro-
gramme of the Conference has just been published,
and copies may be obtained on application to the
General Secretary, Fourth World Power Couference,
201-2 Grand Buildings, Trafalgar Square, London,
W.C.2. It will be seen that the programme falls into
three divisions. Division 1 will contain single reports,
from each national committee, to include: (a) a
survey of the energy resources of the country ; (b) a
bistorical record of the development of the resources
of the country and of prime movers for utilizing
them, covering the period since the First World
Power Conference in 1924. Division 2 will consist of
individual papers, dealing comprehensively with the
preparation of fuel of every kind. Division 3, which
is perhaps the most important, is headed ‘“‘Production
of Power”. In addition to the traditional sources of
power, papers will be included on gas turbines, jet
engines, hot-air engines, tidal power, wind power,
solar energy, terrestrial heat, thermal energy derived
from the sea, and atomic energy. It is hoped that,
despite the manifeld difficulties surrounding the
preparation of papers on atomic energy, some
valuable contributions will be forthecoming. Although
the technical programme does not contain a separate
division on utilization, the hope is expressed that
papers will be presented dealing with the design and
relative advantages of different types of prime
movers for specific purposes, for example, aviation,
land transport and marine propulsion. Unesco has
recently made a grant towards the statistical work
carried out by the World Power Conference.

Arctic lce

TaE publication of the Year-Book of the State of the
Ice in the Arctic Sea issued by the Danske Meteor-
ologiske Institut, which was suspended in 1940, has
been resumed on the traditional lines with charts for
the spring and summer months. The Institute is
trying to collect material for the years 1940-45 to
make possible the publication of a report for .that
time. The present issue is for 1946, In that year the
Barents Sea had rather less ice than usual. Details
from the Kara Sea are lacking. Spitsbergen was open
on the west for most of the summer, and in the north
for longer than usual ; but in the east, including
Storfjord, there was continuous pack-ice until late in
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