No. 3963 October 13, 1945 NAT

night, and often under very difficult and trying
weather conditions, but his determination and out-
standing ability enabled him to devise new methods
and instruments, and he soon acquired an international
reputation.

Lancaster-Jones was transferred to the Science
Library, where he was appointed keeper in 1938.
He was largely responsible for the rapid development
of the Library, enabling it to contribute so effectively
towards the scientific war effort of the country.
He possessed a wide knowledge of scientific literature,
coupled with a natural organizing ability and an
unusual capacity for work. During recent years
he found additional interest in the activities of the
Association of Special Libraries and Information
Bureaux, and played a major part in the introduction
of microfilm methods into Great Britain.

‘L. J., as he was a‘fectionately called, was greatly
respected by all who knew him. A man free of all
conceit and pretences, he was completely sincere
and unassuming. He was a deep thinker and a
shrewd judge of human character, and successfully
combined firmness and discipline with ease and
friendliness. His love of various kinds of sport was
only equalled by his fondness for children. Early
last year he married Eleanor Joyce Chapman of
London, and with her and his son and daughter
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Prof. G. B. Jeffery, F.R.S.

Dr. GEorGE BARKER JEFFERY, the new director
of the Institute of Education, University of London,
was associated with University College, London,
from 1909 onwards, as an undergraduate, a lecturer
in the Department of Applied Mathematics, and
for twenty-one years as Astor professor and head
of the Department of Pure Mathematics. He
broke the continuity of this long service with a year
at the London Day Training College (now the Insti-
tute of Education) and two years as professor of
mathematics at King’s College, London. His many
valuable contributions to mathematical journals deal
mainly with the applications of pure mathematics to
physical problems, in particular Einstein’s relativ-
ity theory. As Astor professor he set himself to
develop a school of pure mathematics in London and
took a leading part in the activities of the London
Mathematical Society. He has figured prominently
in the affairs of University College. As pro-provost
of the section of the College in evacuation at Bangor,
his diplomacy at the outset paved the way for a
happy co-operation. Taking a keen interest in
student life, he laboured to preserve the traditions
of the College and to weld the students into a cor-
porate whole. On returning to London in 1944, he
took the.lead in instituting student hostels. A mem-
ber of the Senate of the University of London, he
has taken a wide interest in educational problems,
in the schools as chairman of the Matriculation and
Schools Examinations Council, in the University as
a member of the Academic and External Councils
and as dean of the Faculty of Science. He has
always urged the claims of women to equal educa-
tional opportunities, especially in the London medical
schools. His flair for clear thinking has steered many
difficult matters through University channels.
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we mourn the loss of a sincere and valued friend
who had so endeared himself to us.
H. SHaw.

WE regret to announce the following deaths :

Prof. W. B. Cannon, C.B., For.Mem.R.S., emeritus
professor of physiology in Harvard Medical School,
on October 2, aged seventy-three.

Prof. Roscoe G. Dickinson, professor of chemistry
at the California Institute of Technology, known for
his work on the X-ray analysis of crystals, photo-
chemistry and reaction kinetics, on July 13, aged
fifty-one.

Sir David Milne-Watson, Bart., recently governor
of the Gas Light and Coke Company, on October 3,
aged seventy-six.

Dr. J. C. Mottram, director of the Research Lab-
oratory, Mount Vernon Hospital, Northwood, Middle-
sex, on October 4, aged sixty-five.

Mr. H. M. Pendlebury, of the Museums Depart-
ment, Kuala Lumpur, on September 22, from the
effects of three and a half years captivity in Japanese
hands.

Prof. J. Strong, C.B.E., emeritus professor of
education in the University of Leeds, on October 7,
aged seventy-seven.
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Astor Chair of Mathematics, University of London:
Prof. H. Davenport, F.R.S.

Pror. HaroLp DAVENPORT has been appointed to
the Astor chair of mathematics in the University of
London in succession to Prof. G. B. Jeffery and
is beginning his duties at University College this
session. He comes from Accrington Grammar
School, the University of Manchester and Trinity
College, Cambridge, of which he was formerly a
fellow. He is a fellow of the Royal Society and was
recently professor of mathematics in the University
College of North Wales, Bangor. He has established
his position as one of the most distinguished of the
younger English mathematicians. His researches
have been specially in the field of the analytic theory
of numbers in the tradition of Hardy and Littlewood,
whose pupil he was. His appointment represents a
notable addition to the strength of the mathematical
professoriate in the University of London, and is
peculiarly happy in view of the close association of
University College, London, with the University
College of North Wales during the first five years
of the War.

Dr. C. Ainsworth Mitchell and The Analyst

Dr. C. AiNsworRTH MITCHELL, who has beon
editor of The Analyst since 1920, has just retired
from this position but retains his connexion with the
Society of Public Analysts and Other Analytical
Chemists in the capacity of honorary librarian. Dur-
ing the twenty-five years of his editorship, the scope
and reputation of T'he Analyst have steadily increased,
and it is largely through his exertions that it has
attained its present high place among scientific
journals and has become recognized as the most com-
prehensive record of current analytical work in chem-
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istry throughout the world. In fact, the sales to non-
members now greatly exceed in number the member-
ship of the Society itself. Dr. Mitchell became &
member of the Society of Public Analysts in 1894
and was co-editor with Dr. Bernard Dyer of the
jubilee volume, which gave a most interesting account
of the progress of the Society from its foundation
in 1875. Dr. Mitchell is well known fcr his work on
oils and fats, on vinegar manufacture, and particu-
larly on the chemistry of writing inks and materials,
and is the author of much original work in these
fields of applied chemistry. His knowledge and ex-
perience in the examination of manuscripts and
documents have been of service to the courts on
many occasions, and his close association with the
forensic world was recognized by his election in 1935
as president of the Medico-Legal Society. He is
succeeded as editor by Mr. J. H. Lane, who has been
assistant editor since 1936.

Australian Council for Scientific and Industrial
Research : Retirement of Mr. Gerald Lightfoot

MRr. GErRALD LicHTFOOT has retired from the post
of secretary to the Australian Council for Scientific
and Industrial Research. Mr. Lightfoot has been
associated with the Couneil since its inception, and
hag played an important part both in the building up
and in the running of what is now a great and very
effective organization. Mr. Lightfoot has had varied
experience ; he took a first class in the Mathematical
Tripos at Cambridge in 1898 and was called to the
Bar at Middle Temple in 1902. A few years later he
went to Australia and joined the Commonwealth
Public Service, and in 1920 was appointed chief execu-
tive officer of the Commonwealth Institute of Science
and Industry. When this body was reconstituted
in 1926 as the Council for Scientific and Industrial
Research, he was appointed secretary, and he held
this position until his retirement. He reported to the
Commonwealth Government on the work and organ-
ization of scientific research institutions in Great
Britain and the United States, and in 1937 he visited
North America, Great Britain and Europe in con-
nexion with an extension of the Council’s activities.
Much of the information gained on this visit was used
in extending the Council’s work to the secondary
industries and in the setting up of several new
divisions before the War.

Those who have been associated with Mr. Lightfoot
in his work have high admiration for his sound
judgment in dealing with major affairs, for his human
understanding and kindness in dealing with people,
and for his unfailing attention to detail in handling
the numerous minor problems which accompany
administration. Fortunately, he remains a member
of the Council, which will continue to have the
benefit of his advice and experience. He has been
succeeded as secretary by Mr. G. A. Cook.

Botanist for India at Kew

It has been announced in Science and Culture
(India) that Dr. Debabrata Chatterji has been
appointed by the Government of India to the post
of agsistant for India at the Royal Botanic Gardens,
Kew. Dr. Chatterji had a brilliant academic career
in the Presidency College, Calcutta. After a short
period of service as a lecturer in botany at Vidyasagar
College, Calcutta, Dr. Chatterji went to the University
of Edinburgh in 1937, where he submitted a thesis
on “The Endemic Flora of India and Burma” for
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his doctorate (J. & Proc. Roy. Asiatic Soc. Bengal) ;
in this connexion he worked at the Royal Botanie
Gardens, Kew, and the British Museum. Returning
to India in 1939, Dr. Chatterji took up the post of
lecturer in botany at the Agricultural College, Manda-
lay. Owing to progress made by the Japanese,
he was forced to leave Mandalay in March 1942,
and from April 1942 he served as a systematic
botanist in the Botanical Survey, Government of
India, for about a year. Since July 1943, he has been
a lecturer at Cotton College, Gauhati, Assam. In
1939, Mr. K. N. Kaul of the University of Lucknow
was the first Indian appointed an assistant for India
at Kew. Mr. Kaul returned to India at the end of
1944 and will now be succeeded by Dr. Chatterji.

Radar During the War

DuriNG recent months, much has been published
in the daily Press' on various aspects of the many
different applications of the new technique known
as radiolocation or radar ; and in Nature of Septem-
ber 15, Sir Robert Watson-Watt gave a comprehensive
account of the manner in which radar had grown
from a classical scientific experiment into a wide
series of ramifications developed under the intensive
pressure of war. H.M. Stationery Office has now
published a pamphlet entitled ‘‘Radar—a Report on
Science at War” (price ls. net), which is a reprint
of an official report issued by the United States
Information Service. After briefly surveying the early
history of radar both in Great Britain and in the
United States, the pamphlet gives an interesting
account in general, non-technical language of the
important and very interesting part which radar in
its various applications played at different stages of
the world war. Although the U.S. Naval Research
Laboratory and later the U.S. Army were conducting
experiments in the reflexion of radio waves from
ships and aircraft from the year 1930 onwards,
British radar is credited with having been developed
at a faster pace from 1935 under the immediate
threat to Britain’s security. Before the United States
entered the War, however, the efforts of American
and British laboratories were combined as the result
of an agreement between the two Governments in
1940 and the visit of a British Technical Mission to
Washington in September of that year. From that
time onwards, the combined efforts of the two
nations in research and development, training of
personnel, and the operational use of this new weapon
at sea, on land and in the air make a fascinating
story. The concluding section, on ‘“Radar in the
Peacetime World”, refers to the effeet which the
spectacular advances in radio technique made during
the war years will have on the future of television
and in improving the safety of travel by sea and air.
The number of men who have been trained in radio
and radar techniques and maintenance is enormous,
and many of these will turn their attention to the ex-
tended application of electronics in all directions in &
manner which is likely to have a profound and far-
reaching effect on our daily life.

Education in International Morality

Tue inaugural meeting of the United Nations
Fellowship was held on September 27, when Prof.
R. A. Tsanoff, of the American Army University
Centre, Shrivenham, Berks, and professor of philo-
sophy in the Rice Institute, Houston, Texas, opened
a discussion on ‘“The Problems of Education in
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