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T'ang Pottery for the British Museum 

A REMARKABLE example of T'ang pottery, well 
known to collectors and students, from the collection 
of the late Mr. George Eurnor fopoulos, has been given 
to the British Museum by his widow to mark his 
long and close friendship for that institution, of which 
he was a generous benefactor. The gift is a pottery 
model of a saddled horse. It stands just under a foot 
high, and is an outstanding example of the technical 
skill and artistic feeling of the Chinese under the 
T'ang dynasty. This period (A.D. 618- 905) was one 
of the most remarkable in the history of the Chinese 
Empire. A consolidation and expansion of the 
imperial power after a time of stress, combined with 
a reviva l in the spirit of Buddhism, inspired from its 
sources in India by the pilgrimages of Chinese priests, 
to give birth to a remarkable achievement in all forms 
of the plastic arts, but more notably as exemplified 
in pottery figures from tomb burials and in the 
paintings such as those collected in large numbers 
by Sir Aurel Stein and those who, after him, visited 
the Buddhist cave shrines of Tun-Huang. The piece 
of pottery which has now been given to the British 
Museum was for long highly prized by its former owner 
and was his favourite s-pecimen. It is known as the 
'Blue Horse' on account of the extensive splashing of 
blue on its glaze, which makes it unique among 
figures from the tomb burials which are the main 
source of our knowledge of this type of art in the 
period. 

Racial Characters in Ancient India 

ExAMINATION of a skull from Chanhu-Daro, a site 
of the Indus Valley civilization in northern India, by 
Dr. Wilton M. Krogman, of the University of Chicago, 
it is stated in a communication circulated by Science 
Service of Washington, has demonstrated a com
bination of characters more usually to be assigned 
to diverse racial types. The skull in question is that 
of a young female and had been placed in a jar 
after decapitation. It is thought that it may have 
been that of a princess or priestess. It was found in 
the course of the excavations now being carried out 
by an expedition of the Boston Museum of Fine Arts, 
and has been dated as belonging to a period some 
five thousand years ago. Dr. Krogman's report 
indicates a combination of such negroid characters 
as a flattened head vault, broad nose opening and low 
eye-sockets with Caucasoid features such as narrow 
nasal bones, small teeth, and narrow distance between 
the eyes, as well as in the shape of the palate. His 
conclusion is that it represents "a proto-Mediterranean 
type in which ancestral n egro traits h ave manifested 
themselves" and he goes on to suggest that the 
modern Mediterranean race may once have had a 
mixture of negroid blood which has since been 
eradicated. 

Children under Foster Care 

THE July number of the Journal of Psychology 
contains an interesting study of children under foster 
care by James W. Layman, of the Mental Health 
Service, Des Moines, Iowa, based on the examination 
of eighty-three children. Each of the homes to which 

the children were admitted was investigated with 
reference to its environment, physical condition, 
family history of both boarding parents, financial 
security of the horne, family horne life, interests and 
recreation. The original problems presented by the 
children included high frequency of lying, truancy, 
petty stealing, enuresis, timidity, aggressiveness, 
school maladjus tment, larceny of motors, and house
breaking. The age of the children at the time of 
admission to the homes ranged from six to sixteen 
years. The outlook was most favourable in the case 
of the younger children, while the least favourable 
prognosis was presented by the older children in 
whom family backgrounds showed a high degree of 
instability. 

Vital Statistics of the United States 

THE summary of vital statistics of the United 
States for 1938, recently published (Public Health 
Rep., 55, 933; 1940), gives the following information. 
There were 2,286,962 births and 1,381,391 deaths, 
giving a birth-rate of 17·6 and a death-rate of 10·6 
per I ,000 population. Of the total deaths 116,702 
were of infants less than one year of age, giving an 
infantile mortality of 51·0 per 1,000 live births. 
There were 25,644 sets of twins, 262 sets of triplets 
and 1 set of quadruplets as compared with 24,881, 
219 and 4 respectively in 1937. There was a net 
natural increase of 7 ·0 per 1,000 population, the 
largest since 1930. The infantile mortality rate has 
shown an interrupted decline from 68·7 in 1928 to 
51·0 in 1938, while the maternal mortality ra t e has 
fa llen continuously during the eleven-year period 
from 6·9 to 4·4 .. As regards the causes of death in 
infancy, premature births stand highest in the list, 
while pneumonia, diarrhcea and enteritis and con
genital come next in the order stated. 
The cancer death-rate in the United States has r sen 
from 104·1 in 1934 and 112·0 in 1937 to 114·6 in 
1938. The deaths from motor accidents in the United 
States in 1938 (23·5 per 100,000 population) was the 
lowest since 1923 (23·3). In 1937 the rate was 28·8. 

Isis and Osiris 
THE publication of Isis, an internat iona l and 

polyglot quarterly devoted to the history and 
philosophy of science, was begun in Belgium in 
1912-13. Five issues had appeared when the publi
cation was stopped by the German invasion. After 
the War, publication was continued, the journal 
being edited in the United States, but printed in 
Brussels, later in Bruges. In 1924, the History of 
Science Society was founded in Boston, Mass., in 
order to guarantee and promote the publication of 
Isis. During the past sixteen years, no less than 
twenty-five volumes of the journal have been pub
lished. With the invasion of Belgium this year, 
publication was again interrupted. The editor, Dr. 
George Sarton, Mass., informs us that No. 84 (com
pleting vol. 31) of Isis and No. 85 (vol. 32) were 
ready for press, and it is hoped to issue at least No. 
84 this year. Inquiries should be sent to the secretary
treasurer of the History of Science Society, Dr. H. R. 
VietR, 8 The Fenway, Boston, Mass. From 1941 on 
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(vol. 33 ff.) Isis will be printed in the United States. 
The first American number will include a list of all 
the papers and reviews which were to have appeared 
in No. 84 and vol. 32. Isis as prepared in America 
will probably be smaller than that of its Belgian 
predecessor, but the editorial policy will remain 
essentially the same. As r egards Osiris, which 
was founded in 1936 in order to relieve Isis of 
the longer papers, it is not supported by the 
History of Science Society, and h ence subscriptions 
to it or correspondence r elative to it should not be 
addressed to the Secretary of the Society, but to 
Dr. Alexander Pogo (Harvard Library, 189, Cam
bridge, Mass.). At the time of the German invasion 
of Belgium, two volumes of Osiris were being printed, 
namely, vol. 8, dedicated to P aul Ver Eecke, historian 
of Greek mathematics, and vol. 9, dedicated to Max 
Meyerhof, historian of Arabian medicine. These 
two volumes will appear in due course. Vol. 7 is 
r eviewed on p. 247 of this issue of NATURE. 

July Earthquakes Registered at Kew 
DURING July 1940 t en strong earthquakes were 

registered at Kew. Most of these were at a consider
able distance, and five gave ground movement at 
Kew of greater amplitude than 10 [J.· The greatest 
was on July 30, registered at 17m. 49s. past midnight 
G.M.T., which gave an amplitude of 45 [J. at Kew. 
This shock had an epicentre some 3,020 km. distant 
from Kew and was the earthquake near Y ozgad in 
Turkey (NATURE, August 10, p. 196). The earth
quakfl with the greatest depth of focus which occurred 
during the month was on July 10, with a provisionally 
estimated depth of 600 km. 

Scholarships in Agriculture 
· ON the recommendation of the Agricultural 

R esearch Council, the following awards have been 
made by the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
and the Department of Agriculture for Scotland : 
lvor Isaac, University College, Swansea, a three
year research scholarship in plant pathology; J. S. 
Perry, University College of North Wales, Bangor, 
a three-year research scholarship in zoology; D. 
McFarlane, Glasgow Veterinary College and Univer
sity of Glasgow, a studentship for research in animal 
health. 

Awards in Engineering 
THE following scholarships for 1940 have been 

awarded by the Institution of Electrical Engineers: 
Duddell Scholarship, annual va lue £150, tenable for 
3 years, to D. LaW. W. King (Northampton 
Polytechnic); Silvanus Thompson Scholarship, an
nual value £100, plus tuition fees, t enable for 2 years, 
1938 award to H. Darnell (University of Liverpool) 
ren ewed for a third year, no new award made this 
year ; William Beedie Esson Scholarship, annual 
value £100, plus tuition fees, t enable for 2 years, 
ren ewable in approved cases for a third year, C. H. 
Bickerdike (London and North Eastern Railway 
Co.) ; David Hughes Scholarship, value £100, tenable 
for l year, J. H. Nicoll (Merchant Venturers' Tech
nical College, Bristol) ; Salomons Scholarships, value 

£60, tenable for l year, H. H. Rosenbrock (University 
College, London); value £40, tflnable for l year, 
P. H. W. Whyman (University College, London); 
Thorrowgood Scholarships, annua l value £12 lOs. 
each, tenable for 2 years, R. J. Post (London Pas
senger Transport Board), R. P. Gasson (Southern 
Railway Co.). No award of the Ferranti or Swan 
Memoria l Scholarships or of grants from the War 
Thanksgiving Education and Research Fund have 
been made this year. 

T he following awards have been made by the 
North E ast Coast Institution of Engineers and Ship
builders: Institution Scholarship (£100) to Ian Welsh 
Goodlet, an apprentice of Messrs. R. & W. Hawthorn, 
Leslie & Co., Ltd., St. Peter's Works, N ewcastle-on
Tyne ; bursary of £50 to Eric William Simpson, an 
apprentice of Messrs. A. Reyrolle & Co., Ltd., Heb
butn-on-Tyne; M. C. James Medal to Mr. H. J. 
Tapsell, of the National Physical Laboratory, for his 
paper on "Creep at High Temperatures"; Thomas 
F enwick Reed Medal to Mr. Harry Chilton, now at 
sea, previously with North Eastern Marine Engineer
ing Co. ( 1938) Ltd., Sunderland (awarded biennially 
in recognition of evidence of ability to take a share in 
the control of industry); R. L. Weighton Medal to 
Wilfred Bailey, on the result of the Durham final 
engineering degree examination at King's College, 
N ewcastle-upon-Tyne. 

Announcements 

THE title of professor of physics applied to medicine 
in the University of London, with the status and 
designation of appointed teacher, has been conferred 
on Dr. W. V. Mayneord in respect of the post held 
by him at the Royal Cancer Hospital (Free ). 

PRoF. H. VINCENT, professor of epidemiology in 
the College de France, formerly inspector-general of 
the H ealth Service of the French Army, has been 
elected vice-president of the Paris Academy of 
Sciences . 

DR. H. MARK, formerly professor of physical 
chemistry in the University of Vienna, has been 
appointed professor of organic chemistry in the Poly
technic Institute of Brooklyn. He will direct research 
in the field of high molecular weight compounds. 

AT a meeting of the Society of Experimental 
Psychology recently held at the University of 
P ennsylvania, the Howard Crosby Warren Medal, 
which is given annually by the Society for outstanding 
research in the field of experimental psychology, was 
awarded to Ernest R. Hilgard of Stanford University, 
for his analysis of the conditioned response and his 
demonstra tion of its integration with the verbal and 
volitional processes in learning and ret ention. 

BY acquiring the 335,000 J ews of the Baltic States 
the Soviet Union now has the largest J ewish popula
tion in the world, 4,835,000, made up approximately 
as follows : Russia proper, 3,050,000 ; Soviet Poland, 
1,250,000; Bessarabia, 200,000; Baltic States, 
335,1)00. 
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