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Another necessary caveat is that the interpreta­
tion of differences between localities has to be done 
with great reserve unless we know from skeletons 
a fair amount about the back history of the 
district's population. Fortunately, as regards 
Egypt, we have the knowledge, from the work of 
Elliot Smith, Morant and others, that there has 
been a persistence of a bundle of physical char­
acters from pre-dynastic days until ours. In Great 
Britain, in some areas once inhabited (c. 1900 B.c.) 
by the beaker-making people, the characters 
which distinguish their skulls are still found in 
certain cases among the modern population. In some 
areas of special isolation quite a number of people 
may carry and transmit a bundle of cl.aracters 
that seems associated with the very earliest 
population known from skeletal remains in Britain. 

The recurrence of these bundles is more than can 
be accounted for by any estimate of the probability 
of recombinations occurring in the course of inter­
mixture ; persistence seems the more likely 
hypothesis and the linkage of characters in a 
bundle is fairly obviously a feature. 

We are, then, dealing with bundles of characters 
inherited more or less as such ; diverse bundles 
often existing side by side. Even an interbreeding 
population, therefore, need by no means form a 
unit, and averages may mislead seriously. A pure 
race with essentially uniform bundles of characters 
in all its members probably does not exist ; indeed, 
it is better not to use the term race at all in view 
of its painful misapplication in political discussions 
as well as of its inherent biological difficulties 
attached to the use of this word. 

Obituary 
Sir Edwin Deller 

T HE death of Sir Edwin Deller has robbed the 
University of London not only of a great 

administrative head, but also of a man beloved by 
all who knew him well. He died on November 30, 
from injuries received in an accident at the new 
buildings of the University in Bloomsbury. 

Born at Paignton in 1883, the son of a carpenter, 
Edwin Deller left school at the age of twelve years 
to begin work as an office boy. Even in early boy­
hood he dreamed of a career in London, and as a 
youth he sought and found work there. After a 
period of other employment he entered the offices 
of the Kent Education Committee as a clerk, having 
chosen that position in preference to a better-paid 
post in a commercial house. He studied law in 
evening classes at King's College, University College 
and the London School of Economics, and graduated 
LL.B. with honours in 1911. 

It was in 1912, at the age of twenty-nine years, 
that Deller first entered the service of the University 
of London, as secretary to the academic registrar. 
There he remained until his death, apart from war 
service in the Inns of Court O.T.C. and a short period 
in 1920 as assistant secretary to the Royal Society. 
He was invited to return to the University as 
academic registrar, and he held that office from the 
beginning of 1921 until his appointment as principal 
of the University in the autumn of 1929. In 1916 
he gained the degree of LL.D. with a thesis on "The 
Liberty of the Subject". 

Both as academic registrar and as principal, 
Deller served the University in times of exceptional 
importance. The period of his registrarship was one 
of great growth in the schools of the University, 
while his principalship covered the critical years, 
from 1929 onwards, in which new statutes came 
into operation and a new constitutional body, 

the Court, exercised centralized control over 
finance. Furthermore, his years as principal saw 
the arduous beginning of the vast building scheme 
in Bloomsbury. In both posts he was brilliantly 
successful ; and it is difficult to believe that any 
other than he could have achieved an equal measure 
of success. 

Endowed with vigorous health and blessed by a 
supremely happy home life with his wife and son, 
Deller brought to every task and to every occasion 
a wealth of energy, ability and human quality which 
made him an ideal administrator. He possessed in 
an extraordinary degree the power of radiating good 
humour and diffusing goodwill; of reconciling dif­
ferences by discovering the measure of common 
purpose existing in apparently conflicting aims ; and 
of going straight to the heart of a subject, often 
finding a clear solution where others had seen only 
an obscure problem. He delighted in working with 
scholars and men of science. Himself a man of wide 
culture, he shared their ideals and understood their 
ways. But he was equally at home with men of 
affairs, and indeed with all sorts and conditions of 
men. He gained to a most remarkable degree the 
affection, not only of members of his own staff, but 
also of countless colleagues in the university world 
at large. 

Deller owed and acknowledged special allegiance 
and gratitude to three men with whom he was very 
closely associated in his work : to Sir E. Cooper 
Perry, principal officer of the University from 1920 
until 1926, who was an outstanding influence in his 
life ; to Lord Macmillan, chairman of the University 
Court ; and to Mr. Harold Claughton, now clerk of 
the Court, and formerly secretary to the Senate. 
The delight of constant association with Deller in the 
work of the University was something which had to 
be experienced to be believed. One who experienced 
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it for nearly three years recalls the daily talk with 
him (and one other colleague) about the work of 
yesterday and to-day, his irresistible sense of fun and 
extraordinary gift of sympathy, and his wise counsel 
and unfailing loyalty. It was easy to understand 
that in the Inns of Court O.T.C., where he had been 
a sergeant instructor, in the words of a comrade : 
"Recruits worshipped him, fellow N.C.O.'s loved him, 
officers valued and respected him". 

In 1926 Deller visited the United States as the 
guest of the Laura Spelman Rockefeller MemoriaL 
On his return he published under the title "Univer­
sities in the United States" some critical impressions 
which gained high praise in competent circles in 
America. He was deeply interested in American 
universities in relation to the community they serve ; 
and the hospitality and friendship which he extended 
to visiting American scholars and administrators 
became proverbiaL In 1927 he took a large part in 
the task of founding the British Institute in Paris ; 
and up to the time of his death he served on the 
executive committee in London and on the educa­
tional committee, paying periodical visits to Paris 
and taking a keen interest in the progress of the 
Institute. He believed whole-heartedly in under­
standing and co-operation between France and Great 
Britain in general and between the universities of 
Paris and London in particular. 

Many distinctions were conferred upon Sir Edwin 
Deller. One which he prized highly was his election 
as an honorary bencher of the Inner Temple in 1933. 
He was a fellow both of University College and of 
King's College. In 1932 he was made a Chevalier 
of the Legion of Honour "in recognition of his 
services in the cause of university relations between 
France and England". He was knighted in the New 
Yea.r's Honours of 1935. T. F. S. 

Prof. E. H. Kettle, F.R.S. 
THE death of Prof. Kettle on December 1 is a 

serious loss to English pathology, coming as it has 
when he was at the height of his powers at the age 
of fifty-four years and when he had just got his 
department at the new British Postgraduate Medical 
E\chool, London, well established and working pro­
ductively. He was a London man, trained at St. 
Mary's Hospital, where he was afterwards on the 
teaching staff, going on to Cardiff in 1924, to St. 
Bartholomew's in 1927 and to his last post in 1934: 
he was elected into the Royal Society this year. 

With Kettle goes one more of the disappearing 
race of general pathologists which the current 
specialization no longer produces, and he was an 
expert in bacteriology as well as morbid anatomy 
and ready to tackle any problem experimentally. 
Besides the ordinary contributions to knowledge 
which come from most laboratory workers, he will 
be remembered for suggestive work on the variation 
of the local inflammatory response to different 
bacteria and especially for his investigation, started 
originally with Dr. W. E. Gye, on the poisonmm action 
of silica on the tissues and its relation to tuberculosis. 

This led him into the difficult field of industrial 
silicosis, which has in recent times turned out to be 
much more widespread and important than was at 
fust supposed, and he showed clearly that it was the 
chemical character of the dusts rather than their 
mechanical irritation that determined the localiza­
tion of tubercle bacilli which entered the body. 
Incidentally, he devised a very useful method of 
testing the potential danger of any industrial dust 
by animal experiment lasting a few weeks. 

Hampered throughout life by a maimed leg and 
for the last ten years with recurrent and serious 
illness, Kettle never lost his buoyancy and his ready 
cheerfulness to teach his students and to guide 
young workers in the way they should go. He earned 
the respect of everyone and the affection of those 
who knew him well enough. 

Rev. J. Gordon Hayes 
THE Rev. James Gordon Hayes, Vicar of Storridge, 

near Malvern, died on November 21 in his sixtieth 
year. He devoted much attention to a critical study 
of the records of polar exploration and was the 
author of four outstanding books on the subject. In 
"Antarctica", published in 1928, he dealt with the 
natural features of the Antarctic continent and the 
journeys of explorers during the fust quarter of the 
twentieth century. It was the result of a great 
amount of reading and gave an important comparison 
of the methods and results of modern explorers. This 
was followed in 1932 by a more distinctively historical 
work "The Conquest of the South Pole", designed as 
a continuation of Dr. H. R. Mill's "Siege of the South 
Pole" and showing deeper appreciation of the per­
sonal qualities of explorers than was apparent in the 
earlier work. The other two books, relating to north 
polar exploration, were "Robert Edwin Peary", an 
endeavour to show the improbability of that explorer 
having reached the pole, and "The Conquest of the 
North Pole", a well-balanced summary of .Arctic 
exploration in the twentieth century. 

Mr. Gordon Hayes, who had been a civil engineer 
before he entered the Church and had taken honours 
in history at Cambridge, was engaged on a work on 
Napoleon as a statesman at the time when the pro­
gress of his fatal illness put a stop to his labours. 
He was a tireless worker, an enthusiastic seeker after 
truth in all quarters, and a warm friend of all in­
terested in, polar exploration, by whom his cheery 
companionship will be much missed. H. R. M. 

We regret to announce the following deaths: 

Dr. J. K. Fotheringham, F.B . .A., reader in ancient 
astronomy and chronology in the University of 
Oxford, on December 12, aged sixty-two years. 

Sir Herbert Jackson, K.C.B., F.R.S., formerly 
director of the British Scientific Instrument Research 
Association, on December 10, aged seventy-three years. 

Dr. A. A. Robb, F.R.S., author o£works on aspects 
of relativity, on December 14, aged sixty-three years. 
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