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Educational Topics and Events

ABERDEEN.—The King has been pleased, on the
recommendation of the Secretary of State for Scot-
land, to approve the appointment of Prof. E. W.
Henderson Cruickshank, professor of physiclogy in
Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova Scotia, to be
regius professor of physiology in the University of
Aberdeen, in succession to the late Prof. J. J. R.
Macleod.

For London school-teachers, the London County
Council offers an extensive and attractive programme
of winter evening lectures and classes designed to
bring them into touch with the latest developments
in educational methods and to give them oppor-
tunities of hearing leading authorities in various
branches of learning and on current questions of
public importance. A glance through the recently
issued handbook for the session 1935-36, giving full
particulars of nearly a hundred items, leaves the
impression that this scheme, which is self-supporting
and obtained last year 13,000 entries, cannot fail to
raise the standard of liveliness of school teaching in
the metropolis. Of the courses grouped under the
heading Science, nearly all deal wholly or in part with
the science of life. They include a Saturday morning
series at the Zoological Gardens on ‘‘Animals at the
Zoo”, lecture-demonstrations at the London School
of Hygiene on “Fundamentals of Biology”, a series
on the conduct in the school of observations and
oxperiments on plant and animal life, lectures on
food and food values, on the teaching of hygiene and
on science for senior schools. The last-mentioned
course will direct attention to the desirability of
framing science syllabuses on a wider basis than that
traditionally employed, and will include an exposition
of sechemes of work which have been found suitable
for senior children of both sexes in a London school.

SECONDARY schooling for all is an ideal towards
the realisation of which the United States has made
notable advances. That the ideal is a mischievous
one, and that advances towards
devastating results, is the gist of a lively diatribe by
one of the staff of a Pennsylvanian High School
published in School and Society of April 13. The
public school is declared to have become, to a large
extent, a “‘racket”. A large proportion of the students
who are promoted willy-nilly into the secondary
schools will not and cannot profit by further school-
ing in any form. This is the opinion not only of
teachers of academic subjects but also, emphatically,
of shop teachers, whose energies are largely devoted
to making the best of the subnormal pupils for whose
benefit money is lavished on special apparatus, special
textbooks and individually supervised study. If the
material is thus unpromising, the quality of the staff
available for processing it suffers from the dominance
of the doctrinaire in the direction of the teacher
training institutions. Here students are being com-
pelled to spend so much of their time learning how
to teach that they have little left for mastering the
subject matter they are to handle. They are be-
wildered by the multitude of their courses, many
of them obscured with metaphysical subtleties ; and
they are practically obliged to accumulate further
‘credits’ by attending vacation courses remote from
utilitarian or cultural values.
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Science News a Century Ago

London and Edinburgh Philosophical Journal

THE contents of the October, 1835, number of
the London and Edinburgh Philosophical Journal
consisted mainly of reprints of papers read before
various societies. These included one by Sir David
Brewster on the structure and origin of the diamond,
one by Apjohn on a formula for inferring the dew-
point from the indications of the wet-bulb hygro-
meter, a part of C. B. Rose’s sketch of the geology
of West Norfolk and a paper by Encke on Olber’s
method of determining the orbits of comets. There
was an original communication from C. L. C. Rumker
(1788-1862), the director of Hamburg observatory
who had served in the British Navy, to Sir Thomas
Brisbane on a new method of reducing lunar observa-
tions for the determination of the longitude. The
number, however, was of more than special interest
as it included the first of a series of official reports
communicated by the Council and Secretaries of
the British Association on the Dublin meeting.

The Entomological Society

At a meeting of the Entomological Society, held
on Qctober 5, 1835, “Various donations of ento-
mological works were announced, including the first
number of the splendid ‘Fauna Japonica’ by Drs.
Siebold and De Haan, presented by the authors.
Various new members were elected, including Count
De Jean and M. Boisduval, of Paris. A communica-
tion was received from Mr. E. Doubleday, containing
an account of the total destruction of a beehive by
a small moth, Galleria cereana, the larve of which
had completely devoured the comb—portions of which
were exhibited. Several living cane plants, greatly
infested by the cane fly, were exhibited by Mr. J. C.
Johnstone, by whom an account was given of the
rapid and alarming progress of this minute insect,
its ravages extending over two-thirds of the island
of Grenada, to so great an extent that plantations
which originally made 300 hogsheads did not now
make more than eighty or ninety. . .."” (dthenaeum.)

Sir Charles Bell at the Middlesex Hospital

O~ October 7, 1835, Sir Charles Bell wrote to his
brother George, “l don’t think I have written to
you since I began the lectures, establishing a school
in the old Middlesex. At least my spirit and devotion
to the art and to the institution to which I am
attached will not be denied. I have delivered six
lestures, such as only long experience and study
could have produced. I lecture to some sixty pupils
—which for a beginning is as much as we could
expect. N.B.—I have received not one guinea from
these lectures and expect none. On the contrary
I have subscribed £50 as one of the hospital surgeons,
£30 as a lecturer. Nevertheless, the main object will
be gained—the preserving the hospital respectable.

. I now return to the cheap and complete edition
of my ‘Nervous System’.”

The Tortoises of the Galapagos Archipelago

Ox QOctober 8, 1835, Darwin records ;: ‘“We arrived
at James Island; this island as well as Charles
Island, were long since thus named after our kings of
the Stuart line. Mr. Bynoe, myself, and our servants
were left here for a week, with provisions and a tent,
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