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NATURE 

the action of light.-A. Cotton : Remarks on the pre
ceding communication. The recent work of G. 
Athanasiu appears to have anticipated to some extent 
the results described in the preceding paper.-B. 
Szilard : A new type of electrometer.-R. Lucas : 
Piezoelectricity and molecular asymmetry. There do 
not appear to be any exceptions to the rule that all 
optically active substances give piezoelectric crystals. 
-Ernest Esclangon : Zones of silence and their re
lation with meteorological characters.-Henri George 
and Edmond Bayle : Spectrophotometric definition 
of the colours of fluorescence.-Max Morand: New 
spectra emitted by a neutral atom of lithium.-M. 
Pauthenier : The isotropic augmentation of the 
index of liquids in the electric field . Results 
of experiments are given proving the existence 
of electrostriction, equivalent to a condensation of 
the liquid in the uniform electric field. This 
phenomenon has no relation with double refraction.
Thomas Martin Lowry and Percy Corlett Austin : 
The origin of the anomalies of the rotatory dispersion 
of tartaric acid.-P. Lecomte du Noiiy: The dimen
sions of the molecules and the molecular weights of 
the proteins of serum. Assuming that the mono
molecular layer corresponds to the minimum surface 
tension, and that Millikan's Avogadro number is N = 
6 ·2 x I0-23, the molecular weight of albumen is 36,6oo 
and of the globulins 35,ooo.-Paul Pascal : The filia
tion of the polymetaphosphates.-F. Bourion and E. 
Rouyer : A kinetic anomaly observed in the reduction 
of mercuric chloride by sodium formate.-Fran. 
Tucan: The kammercrite of the · Jugoslavian chrom
ites.-Ch. Mauguin : The arrangement of the atoms 
in the crystals of calomel. An account of results 
obtained by the X-ray method, which support the view 
that the molecule is Hg2Cl2.-Pierre Bonnet : The 
existence of the Darian and the lower Eocene in 
southern Transcaucasia : limit between the Secondary 
and the Tertiary.-Rene Soueges: Embryogeny of 
the Development of the embryo in 
Sherardia arvensis.-Charles Richet, jun.: The action 
of formates on the growth of certain plants cultivated 
in pots.-Marcel Baudouin : The utilisation of an 
optical illusion of photographic order for the study of 
the prehistoric rock sculptures.-Harry Plotz and M. 
Schoen : Some observations on the changes of the 
reaction of serums. Horse serum exposed to the air 
at 37° slowly increases in alkalinity, from initial 
P.i=7 ·25 to 8·72 after 8 days. In sealed tubes the 
change is in the opposite direction .-Edouard Chatton 
and Andre Lwoff : The evolution of the infusoria of 
Lamellibranchs: comparative morphology of the 

The new genera Hypocomina and 
Hypocomella. 

CAPE TowN. 

Royal Society of South Africa, April 16.-Dr. A. 
Ogg, president, in the chair.-V. Vermooten: The 
long bones of the South African Bushman. The 
whole arm of the Bushman is relatively shorter, and 
therefore less simian, than the arm of the Negro or 
European, and it is a degree shorter the 
woman. The radius, on the other hand, 1s relatively 
longer than that of the European, and therefore more 
simian, but it is not so long as that of the 
The tibia is relatively long, and the humerus 1s rela
tively short. - C. von Bonde : Note on the Hetero
somata of Portuguese East Africa. The collection com
prises twenty species belonging to 16 different 
One species, Pardachirus marmoratus (Lacepede), 1s 
of particular interest, having been descnbed before 
only from the Red Sea and Madagascar. It has n_ow 
been obtained from Delagoa Bay. Two new spec1es, 
Samaris delagoensis and Cynoglossus hunteri, are here 
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described for the first time. In their distribution the 
Heterosomata of Portuguese East Africa are closely 
related to those of Natal waters, and some few species 
recently described from Natal have now been found 
in this region . 
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Diary or Societies. 
SATURDAY, JuNE 28. 

RoYAL SocrETY oF M £DICINE (Combined Meeting of Laryngology and 
Otology Sections), at 10 A.M. 

MONDAY, JUNE SO. 

WoRLD PoweR CoNFERENCE (at British Empire Exhibition). (Also on 
July 1 to 12.) 

WEDNESDAY, JuLY 2. 

RoYAL SociETY OF MKDICINE, at 5.-Annual General Meeting. 

THURSDAY, JULY 3. 
!t<STITOTION OF CrviL Et<OlNEERS (Joint Meetinlt with Institution of 

Mechanical Enaineers, Institution of Electrical Engineers, Institution 
of Naval Architects, Institute of Marine Engi'!eers, North-East Coast 
Institution of Enginfers and Hhipbmlders, Instttutwn of Enjltinee_rs and 
l:Shipbuilders in l:Scotland, Institute of of Brttam and 
Ireland Institution of Gas Engineers, British ElectriCal and Alhed 

Association, Brit.ish Engineers' Association, which are 
co-operating in the work o( the Special Committee on Tabulating the 
Results of Heat-Engine and Boiler Trials), at 5.-Capt. H . 
Sankey: The General Scope and Objects of the y;ork of the Committee. 
(The Paper will be followed by a general discussion on debatable 
points.) 

SATURDAY, JULY 5. 

THE h<STITUTION or MEcHANICAL ENOINURS (Joint Meeting with the 
Institution of Civil Engineers), at 11.30.-Draft l:Standard Test Code 
for Hydraulic Power Plants, drawn up by a Joint Committee of the 
Institutions of Civil nnd Mecham cal Engmeers. 

RONTGEN SOCIE'l'Y AND ·THE SECTION OB' THE 
Rov AL SOCIETY m· MEDICINE (Joint Meeting at the Radcliffe Infirmary, 
Oxford), at 3.30.-Sir Thomas Herder: 1'he Intluenc:e of 
upon the Criteria of Disease (the Mackenzie Davidson Memonal 
Lecture).-Prof. S. Russ: Experimental Sturlies upon the Lethal Dose 
of X-rays and Radium for Animal1'umou!'ll. 
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