
© 1919 Nature Publishing Group

160 NATURE 

detonation.-E. Betlrfluelot and M, JkideJ ,: Application 
of the biochemical method to the study of severaf 
species of indigenous orchids. Discovery of a new 
glucoside, loroj:!lossine. This new glucoside was 
isolated from Loroglossttm hircinum in crystalline 
form. It is hydrolysed by hot dilute sulphuric acid 
or by emulsin.-'-A. Bayet and A. Slosse : Arsenical 

in industries involving coal and its deriva
tives. The study of numerous cases of pitch-cancer 
in a briquette works showed that many of the symp
toms strikingly resembled those of chronic arsenical 
poisoning. Arsenic was proved to be present in the 
pitch, in the dust floating in the air at the works, 
in the hair of all the workmen, and in notable 
quantities in the urine and blood of the greater 
number of the workmen. Analyses of the blood, 
urine, and hair of other workmen, living in the 
same district, but not employed in briquette-makinj:!, 
j:(ave negative results for arsenic. Thus from both 
the chemical and the clinical examination the con
clusion is drawn that the symptoms observed in 
workmen handling pitch are those of chronic 
arsenical poisoning. 
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