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matters of economic importance are well looked 
after, and a lesson might profitably be learned i_n 
this country in that respect. Unfort1;1nately, ~t 
deals mainly with insects of the Amen~an _c~nt1-
nent and so cannot fill the want here. It 1s d1v1ded 
into two parts, the first dealing with general 
entomology, the second w1 th eco~omic entomo
logy. The junior author is responsible for part 1., 
the senior for part ii. 

The illustrations are numerous, and those in 

part ii. excellent, being mainly reproductions 
from the publications of the United Stat~s Depar!
ment of Agriculture. Most of those 111 part 1. 

are photographic reproductions, and this process 
does not lend itself to this subject, some of the 
figures being very indistinct and fogged and iaken 
from very badly set specimens. The various orders 
are dealt with in a clear and simple manner, and 
there is a chapter on insect collection. 

In the economic part the following are dealt 
with : insects affecting man and domestic animals, 
including ticks, mosquitoes, fleas, and warble-flies; 
insects affecting household goods ; field-crop 
insects ; and garden and orchard insects. There 
is also an excellent chapter on insect control, and 
appendices dealing with useful papers and books 
on American insect pests. F. V. T. 

The Chemical Analysis of Iron: A Complete 
Account of All the Best-known Methods for the 
Analysis of Iron, Steel, Pig-iron, Alloy 1"\f etals, 
Iron Ore, Limestone, Slag, Clay, Sand, Coal, 
and Coke. By A. A. Blair. Eighth edition. 
Pp. 318. (Philadelphia and London: J. B. Lip
pincott Co., 1918.) Price 21s. net. 

BLAIR 's "Chemical Analysis of Iron'' has long 
since made a name for itself among technical 
manuals. About a quarter of a century has 
elapsed since the writer of this notice first used 
the book, the second edition of which had just 
been published; and it is not surprising to find 
that so useful a work is still in demand. 

Much has happened in the world of iron 
analysis since those days. Chiefly the changes 
have been in the increased use of steel alloys con
taining more or less of the "rare " elements, such 
as vanadium, uranium, molybdenum, and tung
sten; and also of the "alloy metals," such as 
ferro-tungsten and ferro-molybdenum. Methods 
of analysing the former group have been brought 
together in this edition of the book, and a 
separate section has been allotted to the alloy 
metals. To chemists who have used forme,r 
editions it will suffice to say that the present one 
has been recast and partly rewritten to include 
improvements of processes, but preserYes its 
former characteristics of concise accuracy and 
judicious selection of methods. To those un
acquainted with the book it may be said that they 
will find in it all the information necessary for 
carrying out iron and steel analysis to any degree 
of completeness that may be desired. The working 
details are sufficiently full, but not over
elaborated, and users will find the volume a trust-
worthy, practical guide. C. S. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 
[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for 

opinions expressed by his correspondents. Neither 
can he undertake to return, or to correspond with 
the writers of, rejected manuscripts intended for 
this or any other part of NAT URE. No notice is 
taken of anonymous communications.] 

The Study of English in Italian Universities, 
;\fy frien?, Prof. Piero Giacosa, of Turin, wrote to 

me some time ago requesting me to hand to you the 
enclosed paragraph of his letter dealing with the 
recently initiated attempt to bring about a scheme of 
e~ucational collaboration between Italy and England. 
Smee he wrote, the announcement has been made 
public that the Ministry of Public Inst• uction in Italv 
has decided upon the establishment of a number of 
chairs of English in the Italian universities. The sug
gestion contained in Prof. Giacosa 's paragraph has 
reference to the possibilities of young British graduates 
acting as "lectors" for a limited period under the 
regular Italian professors of English, and doing work 
in this way as assistants to the professor. 

The paragraph in question run~ as follo"·s :~ 

"II Ministro della Pubblica Istruzione in Italia ha 
chiesto al Consiglio Superiore della Pubblica Istruzione, 
di dare ii suo parere sulla proposta di fondare nelle 
universita italiane . cattedre di letteratura inglese. I l 
Consiglio ha applaudito al proposito del :\Iinistro 
dichiarandolo di g1·ande utilita per la elevazione della 
coltura universitaria. Gli stu.diosi inglesi che in
tendessero approfittare di queste disposizioni de! 
Governo ital-iano per fare un corso di lezioni di Iettera
tura inglese in· una universitA italiana, possono 
dirigersi al Professore Piero Giacosa, Universita di 
Torino, j)<:'r an•re schiarimenti al proposito." 

[Translation;~·· The Minister of Public Instruc
tion in Italy has invited the Higher Council of Public 
Instruction to express its opinion on the proposal 
to establish a number of chairs of English literature 
in the Italian universities. The Council expressed 
its approval of the proposal, declaring it to be of 
the utmost value for the development of university 
studies. English graduates who would desire to avail 
themselYes of these arrangements set up by the Italian 
Government should apph· to Prof. Pic'ro Giacosa, 
l'niversit1· of Turin, fo1· information."] 

- EDWARD Bu.LOl'GH. 

6 Huntingdon Rand, Cambridge, Seotember 25. 

The " Salary " of the Lecturer. 
1\L\r I venture to direct attention to a curious incon

sistency which appears to have escaped the notice of 
scientific men as much as it has that of the general 
public? :\Ien of science and educationists are em
phasising the need for a brger number of men and 
women with scientific training to carry out research,. 
technical and academic, and to aid in the ordinarv 
conduct of affairs, both now and after the war-; 
while, judging from offic-ial educational advertise
ments, men "-ith the highest qualifications are ex
pected to train this new genera.tion for a "salary" 
that compa1·es most unfavourably with the "wages" 
of a facton· hand. \Ve demand that manv shall 
receive a sound scientific education, and that able 
teachers for the purpose shall be provided; but 
either we are not prepared to pay a price which wilf 
attract any but mediocre or inefficient teachers, or 
we expect that those who teach will do so for the 
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