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mountains. He was, from the outset, a most energetic 
supporter of the movement for establishing a University 
in Birmingham, and was largely responsible for the 
working -out of the scheme, for which his legal train­
ing and experience qualified him in an unusual degree. 
When the University became an accomplished fact in 
I900, his services to the cause were fittingly recog­
nised by his appointment as the first Vice-Chancellor. 
His ideas were on a large scale, a nd he believed 
in the importance of associating the University with 
buildings which by their imposing size a nd appearance 
should appeal to local patriotism a nd serve to k oep 
br:fore the inhabitants of a great industrial centre the 
claims of higher education. Within the Universi·.y 
he was known to the undergradua tes for his special 
interest in their social welfare. 

SOCIETIES AND .1CADEMIES. 
PARIS. 

Academy of Sciences, August 26.-M. A. Bassot in 
the chair.-Edouard Heckel : The cultural bud muta­
tion of Solanum tuberosum. An account of experi­
ments in the cultivation of wild potato plants from 
Chile, Bolivia, and Peru. The tubers produced from 
the cultivated plants were edible, and contained a 
greater amount of starch than the wild plants. The 
tubercles from Bolivia showed the characters of muta­
tion; those from other sources appeared to be in course 
of mutation.-W. H . Young : The summabi!ity of a 
function of which the Fourier 's series is given.­
B. Bianu and L. Wertenstein : An ionising radiation, 
attributable to the radio-active recoil, emitted by 
polonium. It was found to be necessary to use a 
polonium film in these experiments not exceeding IO/-'-JL 
in thickness. The curves obtained with a silver disc 
covered with this thin polonium layer, in presence of a 
transversal magnetic field of I 100 units, were 
analogous with those obtained in the case of radium C, 
and show clearly the existence of an absorbable radia­
tion.- J. Bougault : Benzyl pyruvic acid. The acid was 
prepared by the action of alkaline solutions on phenyl­
a..oxycrotonamide. The yields of benzylpyruvic acid 
were good. The condensation products of this acid 
with itself and with acetone were also studied.­
H. Vincent: The active immunisation of man against 
typhoid fever Details of five cases are given which 
show that inoculations of typhovaccin have a preven­
tive power not only against subsequent absorption of 
typhoid cultures, but also against a recent infection 
anterior to the inoculation.-Charles Nicolle, L. Blaizot, 
ani E. Conseil: The conditions of transmission of 
re\ urrent fever by the flea. The evidence is against 
the assumption of hereditary transmission in the 
flea. Details are given of studies in the 
necessary conditions for infection.-]. Wolff: The 
stimulating action of alkalies a nd of ammonia in 
particular on peroxydase.-P. Chausse: The vitality of 
the tubercle bacillus tested bv inoculation and bv 
inhPiation. · • 
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