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curve. The author demonstrated (I) that the real melting tem
perature, i.e; that temperature at which solid and liquid have the 
same composition, is the highest temperature at which the solid 
can ever occur under that pressure ; (2) that at that temperature 
a break in the melting-curve can occur only when the liquid con
tains no other molecules than complex ones of the composition 
of the solid.-Prof. Franchimont presented a paper by Dr. van 
Rom burgh, of Buitenzorg, on the action of fuming sulphuric acid 
upon methylethylaniline and of chromic anhydride upon 2'4 
dinitromethy]ethylaniline.-Prof. Kamerlingh Onnes presented, 
on behalf of Dr. W. van Bemmelen, of Utrecht, a paper entitled 
"Values of the terrestrial magnetic declination for the period of 
I 500-I 700, and its secular variation during the period I 500-
I850."-Mr. Jan de Vries presented, on behalf of Dr. G. de 
Vries, of Haarlem, a paper entitled "The motion equations of 
cyclones." After a discussion oi the motion equations in cylinder 
coordinates, the hypotheses are made that the radian and the 
tangential velocities are independent of the height above the 
ground, and that the motion near the centre is symmetrical with 
respect to the axis of the clycone.-:Prof. Haga presented, on 
behalf of Mr. D. G. Tiddens, of Gri:iningen, a paper entitled 
"Observations on Fomm's experiments on the wave-length of the 
X-rays." On repeating Fomm's experiments ( Wied. Ann., I896) 
on the wave-length of the X-rays, it appeared that the maxima 
which the X-rays produce upon a photographic plate after pas-ing 
through two narrow slits, do not obey the laws of diffraction ; 
for each edge of the slit produces one maximum, while it depends 
upon the width of the slit, whether the two maxima coincide 
or even overlap each other, whereby, e.g. the left maximum is 
caused by the edge of the rip;ht slit. Consequently no conclusion 
can be drawn from thes.e experiments as regards the wave
length. 
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