
© 1896 Nature Publishing Group

NATURE 

A:IISTERDA:Il. 

Royal Academy of Sciences, March 28.-Prof. van de 
Sande Bakhuyzen in the chair.-Prof. Kamerlingh Onnes 
exhibited a series of extremely clear photographs, obtained 
with Rontgen rays by Prof. Haga at Groningen. The 
exposure did not last longer than one minute.-Prof. Kamer­
lingh Onnes presented, on behalf of Dr. Siertsema, a paper 
to be published in the report of the meeting, on measure­
ments of magnetic rotation dispersion in gases.-Prof. Franchi­
mont on the action of nitric acid upon methyl and dimethyl 
a mides at the ordinary temperature. The author showed to 
what extent the action depends upon the acid-residue of the 
amides, and proved that the same rules also hold good for the 
piperidides. For this purpose the author, in conjunction with 
Dr. van Erp, examined oxal-piperide, which enters into an un­
stable compound with nitric acid, but is not otherwise influenced, 
resembling in this tetramethyloxamide, previously studied in 
conjunction with Mr. l{ouffaer. The author and Dr. Taverne 
examined (I) trichloracetpiperidide, a beautifully crystallised 
substance, fusing at 45o ; (2) benzolsulphonepiperidide; (3) 
picrylpiperidide; and, as they had expected, they found that the 
first was not influenced, the second yielded nitropiperidine, and 
the third a picryldehydronitropiperidide as a red, beautifully 
crystallised body, fusing at 95°.-Prof. Franchimont further 
treated of the action of alkalies upon nitramines, in examining 
which action Dr. van Erp found that a great quantity of nitrous 
acid is formed. With some nitramines, as nitrohydantoin, 
nitromethylhydantoin, nitrolacetylureum, nitroamidoacetamide, 
when treated with baryta-water, the formation of nitrous acid 
already takes place at a low temperature ; others, as nitro­
acetonyl-urea, ethylenedinitro-urea, dinitroglycoluril, &c., be­
have differently. 
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