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& are generally very soluble in water, but the hydrochloride,
hydrobromide, and basic oxalate form exceptions, and may be

easily crystallised.—On the ophites of the Western Pyrenees, |

by M. P. W. Stuart-Menteath. The author controverts the
supposed necessary connection between the Trias and the

Ophites of this region, and shows that the presence of the latter |

is due to the faults of the district. e also shows that the
intercalation of the ophites parallel to the surrounding beds is
not an invariable case, many instances being now known of
penetration of neighbouring strata, and that the granites, por-
phyries, and ophites of the Pyrences are not independent of
each other, but rather that the latter become important as the
former die out.—On the composition of the waters of the
Dranse du Chablais and the Rhone at their entrance into the
Lake of Geneva, by M. A. Delebecque. The varying
quantities of solid residue in the waters of these two rivers are
given for various times in the year. The proportions of the
substances dissolved vary, calcium sulphate being found more
abundantly in winter, and the alkalies in greater proportion in
summer. An approximate calculation gives for the amounts of
dissolved matter carried annually into ‘the Lake of Geneva by
the Rhone and by the whole of its affluents, respectively, the
figures 750,c00 and 1,150,000 tons.

NEw SouTH WALES.

Linnean Society, November 29, 1893.—Prof. David, the
President, in the chair.—The following papers were read :—A
Thylacme of the eatlier Nototherian period in Queensland, by
C., W. De Vis, The occurrence of a Thylacine, for which the
nawme 7/vlacinus rostralis was proposed, larger than the existing
species, and differing from it in other expressive features, was
recorded from the Darling Downs deposits. A number of
fragmentary portions of the cranium have been for some time
in the Queensland Museum ; but the most valuable evidence
has been furnished by a recent acquisition, in the shape of the
major part of the left side of an adult skull, with all the teeth
except the second upper premolar in place, together with the
first four cervical vertebree.—A second note on the Carenides,
with descriptions of new species, by T. G. Sloane. Nine new
species were described, and the opportunity of reviewing the
classification of the group has been taken, synoptical tables of
the more important genera being furnished. —Additions to and
emendations in the reference list of the land and freshwater
mollusca of New Zealand, by Henry Suter. Inthe ‘“ Reference
List” published in last year’s Proceedings, a further account of
several new species was promised. Descriptions, which will be
fully illustrated, of these novelties have now redeemed this
promise, Critical notes on various other New Zealand land
mollusca accompany the descriptions. The existence in New
Zealand of an undetermined species of Gundlackia, the young
of which were formerly mistaken for an A#cplus, was also an-
nounced.—On the Australasian Gunrdlackia, by C. Hedley.
Two Australian species, G. Fefterdi, Johnston, and G. Beddomei,
Petterd, were figured and described, and the dentition of the
former was also elaborated. A summary was given of the whole
genus, with especial reference to its discontinuous distribution,
and probable path of migration.~Description of Cacum am-
putatum, an undescribed mollusc from Port Jackson, by C.
Hedley. The newest addition to the Port Jackson molluscan
fauna, figured and described by the author, stands nearest to
C. auriculatum, de Folin, from the Mediterranean. It is the
first of its genus observed in extratropical Australia.—Notes on
the red-crowned parrakeet (Cyanorhamphus Cooki) of Norfolk
Island, by A, J. North. THaving recently examined two speci-
mens of this parrakeet forwarded by Dr. P. H. Metcalfe, of
Norfolk Island, the author has found it to be specifically dis-
tinct from C. nove-zealandie, as maintained by Count Salvadori,
in whose views as to the incorrectness of the habitat assigned
to G. Cooki by Gray, and the necessity of regarding C. Rayneri
as a synonym of C. Cooki he therefore concurs,—Fourth con-
tribution to a knowledge of the geographical distribution of
Australian batrachia, with description of a new cystignathoid
frog, by J. J. Fletcher. The collections recorded are mainly
from the Lower Clarence and the Northern Tableland of
N.S.W. ; and a new species of Crinia—with vomerine teeth,
the tympanum indistinct, the throat very dark, the belly macu-
late and granulate, a light vertebral line—from Jervis Bay,
proposed to be called C. Haswelli, was described.—Description
of a new Australian Acaciz, by J. H. Maiden and R. T.
Baker. A well-defined and somewhat remarkable species from
Murrumbo, near the Goulburn River, N.S.W,, was described.
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{ It bears some superficial resemblance to 4. decuerrens, var.

normalis, but the length of the leaflets, the fewness of the glands,
the pinn=, and the flowers in the heads (six or eight only), are
the principal distinctive differences upon which the specific rank
is based. This species com memorates Baron Ferd. von Mueller,
the eminent botanist, to whom we are indebted for the classical
¢ Teonography of Australian Acacias.”

NETHERLANDS.

Zoological Society, November 25, 1893.—M. Hubrecht in
the chair.—M. Hubrecht contributed a paper on the development
of the Shrew (Sorex wvulgaris), and especially on its placentatiou.
The placenta is an embryonal organ ; the part which the tissue
of the mother plays in its formation is considerably smaller than
has been supposed.—M. Seydel exhibited medels of embryonary
skulls of Anguis and Lacerta, made of wax after the method of
Born.—M. Bolsius dealt with the anatomy espe(.ially of the
M. Vosmaer
treated on the so-called membrane of Sollas, in sponges of the
genus Sycon.—M. Hoek described a hermaphroditical ray
(Rajaclavata). A specimen of alength of 44 centimetres (without
the tail) was in possessmn of a single pterygopodium (the left
one) only. On dissecting it was found to be furnished with a
complete set of female reproductive organs (ovaries, oviducts,
oviductal glands, uteri), and at the left side with a well-developed
testis containing mature spermatozoa.
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