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selecting for the theme of his discourse, the subject of Micro-
petrography—a subject in which a vast amount of work remains to
be done—one, it is feared, not so much known as it deserves to
be, and much misunderstood. Workers are needed to follow up
the lines of research of Rosenbusch, Lasault, and Fuchs, who
are working out the correlation of petrography and petrology,
the structure in regard to the position of the rock mass. Asan
an appendix to his address, Prof. Macalister gives an im-
portant bibliography of the subject of Microgeology. Prof. E.
Hull, F.R.S., was elected President for the ensuing session.
PARiIs

Academy of Sciences, March 10.—M. de Quatrefages,
president, 'in the chair.—M. Berthelot took his seat as a
member of the Academy. The following papers were read :—
On Father Secchi’'s new hypothesis by M. Faye. The author
replied to the Rev. Father’s late note by proving that he had
first stated that the solar spots were craters of eruption, and
next that they were not eruptions, but were caused by them
being in fact the erupted matter cooled by its passage above the
chromosphere, the facule being the centres of eruption.—M,
Faye showed this to be incompatible with the observed facts,
the spots being surrounded with faculee, whereas, according to
Secchi’s last theory, they ought to surround facule.—On the
circulation of solar hydrogen, with an answer to some remarks by
M. Tacchini, by M. Faye, treated of the spot phenomena ; the
author thinks that hydrogen is drawn down by the cyclones and
returns to the surface around them. He also suggested that Dy
would probably be found to belong to a very rarified hydro-
carbon of the acetylene series,—On the density of the vapour of
phosphoric chloride, by M. Waurtz, who found that when precau-
tions were taken, to preventdissociation, the normal two volumes
was occupied, experiment giving 7°226, and theory requiring
7°217.—On the springs of the Seine basin by M. Belgrand. —
Researches on the action of the tympanic chord on the circula-
tion in the tongue, by M. A. Vulpian.—On the industrial pro-
duction of cold by the detention otP permanent gases and of air in
particular, by M. Armengaud.—Oun the production of silen
electric discharges and on their mode of action, by M. Boillot.—
IExperiments on putrefaction, &c., by M. Laujorrois.——On the assi-
milability of phosphates, by M. H. Joulie.—A note on the unity
of force and of matter, by Madame C. Royer.—On the theory of
solar spots, by M. Tacchini, was an answer to M. Faye. The
author contends that the hydrogeu carried down by the cyclones
ought to retarn up their axes, and not around them ; and as this
i not the case, he thinks that his criticisms remain unrebutted.
—A paper on the wrajectories of points, &c., by M. Mannheim.—
On beozylated naphthalin, by M. Ch. Frotté. The body in
question is produced by the action of benzylic chloride on naph-
thalin in the presence of powdered zinc.—~On a combination of
urea with acetylic chloride, by M. D. Tommasi. An atom of
hydrogen in urea is replaced by the acetyl compound.—On the
composition of guanos, &c., by M. A, Baudrimont.—On asphyxia
and on the causes of the respiratory movements in fishes,
by MM. Gréhant and Picard.—On the influence of am-
monia in manufactories where mercury is employed, by
M. J. Meyer. The aunthor asserts that he has succeeded
in stopping all the terrible effects of mercurial poison-
ing in the silvering rooms of the Saint Gobain glass works by
watering the floors every evening with half a litre of commercial
ammonia. He states that since 1868 he has not bad a single
workman attacked.—On the saccharine matter of mushrooms,
by M. A. Miintz.—QOn the normal microzymes of milk as the
cause of the coagulation and alcoholic, acetic, and lactic fermen-
tations of that liquid, by M. A. Béchamp.—On the quaternary
fossils collected by M. (Elert at Louverné (Mayenne), by M. A.
Gaudry.—On the existence of man in Alsace during the glacial
epoch, by M. Ch. Grad.—On the movements of the atmo-
sphere as regards the prediction of weather, by M. de Tastes.
—On the use of vermouth, by M. E. Decaisne. The author
thinks that the use of this liquid as a drink ought to be
abandoned.
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